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It is my duty and. privilege to present a report 


of the past year's activitiss of the Association and 
in particular, ths work of ths Pieper: 


I havs purposa Ly retrained from giving a detail 
sd "b vack—siapping' reviaw of individual 1 ae of 
the eee ee > but rvethsx aingsrely ecumens to you 
thess men who Rave, and stili ars, giving so much of 
their time for thse work of the Assoc tation, Each is 
doing the job-assioansd to him with wholeheartsd in~ 
terest and efficisney. Ths averages percentages of 
attendance at 15 Committes mestings over nearly 
twelvs months was 75% which, considering five casas 
of ilinsss, is an sxceslisnt rscord, 

Thers sem to b3 two =e is of thought about 


ths work of a committees: one says that the comm 
ittss should*know what the members want and how to 
provid: it amd, as 2veryon3 cannot bs fully satis- 
fied, thay tend to say "the committes dossn't do any 
thing,* The othsr opinion is that the committe 
should ssek out ths hslp of ths members in setae AES 
their nesds, but then, others again lsvel th? crit- 
icism that "the committes is there to do the job, 
not ths members!" 

No dousSt some will always sey —- "What dogs ths 
committes do anyway?" Ths answer to this question 
ig written in ths minutas of the busin3ss of ths 
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three-weekly committee meetings which are ssidom less 


than thr23 hours of concentrated thought on matters 
large and small, domestic and world-wide concerning 
individuel members! needs, Australian modellers in 
gsneral and ideas and information from overssas. 

The Association is, ofcours3, still young, but 
already it has been able, with the support of all 


model railway clubs and societies throughout Aust— 


relia, to ect as en Australian body on oshalf of 
hundreds of railway modellers 5 prevent the im- 

f on "toys", which 
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- Europe an Stendards (N,f,M) which have lately 
besn receivad from the Burop3an Convention of Modal 
reilroaders indicats thet Universal Standards ars a 
rossibility of ths nsar futurs. 

This, and our interest in ths import tariff 

may bs of vital conesrn to thoss who purchas3 im- 
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ported modsls and want them to run succsssfully on 


tracks built to AMRA standards, , | 

The purchass of a rotary duplicator, ths cost 
of which was largesly dsfrayed by donations from 
members of the committss, has mads ths production 
of the Journel and othsr literature much mors flex— 


ible and economical — saving nsarly thrss shillings. 


-e6r Gory of ths Journal alons It has also ra- 
moved tn3 financial barrisr to the publication. of 
other material such as thse ssries of "Information 
Hhsets" which will go to all members. Thess will 


1 ths tims, to 


financial and ot196 
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over many of tha vaaio ae of "building a 

cdel railway" for Deginners. and should also pro~ 

ide useful information for expsrienesd modellers on 
new msthods and ideas. So far ths3s3 = sts haves 
bsen prspared by a fav of the committss but it would 
03 a Valuabls gontribution to the hobby if each mam-— 
ber “et the Asseciation would submit his ideas and 


cpinions for +th3 prsperation of furthsr shasts on 
all phasss of ins hoboy, - I sommend to your sarn— 
ast consideration ths "Membosrs' Information Shsst" 


3 which will bs sent to you.so0 that you can send your 


2 


views to ths committes for tha common good, 
Membership ig still crowing steadily and stands 
now at nearly 150 members raprsssnting all Statss, 
In particular, tae growth of mombers in Quosnsland 
has now s33s bh COLMatis r whe esscnd Stata 
G to: zing as vigorous as 
ever, | 
Membership es fer 1954-55 
~ ay yes 
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to b3 simpls and ae yat si 
committe: would bs. plsass 
ered comments on thess a 
1955-56 edition, Th 
Lap3l_badgss is unis us congidsration by eg 
committss and it may oes caatbic to provids thss 
at approximatsiy thrsse sei lines each later in tha 
year, This sudjsct has had to be shelved in ths 
past for fisanet caacone cut now that the memdsr— 
ship has grown an éconamica. numbsr can bs ordered 

and, although we ara not salting away a vast fort— 
uns, the financss of the Association are in a more 
nealthy and unrsstrictsd stats than in the past. 
Poet I suge3sst tHt vou rsfer to the Aims of the 
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sociation as set out in =D8 Constitution and sum— 
Saeiast at head of ths membership forn, ‘Ths major 
poiiciecs are. being fulfilled, The Assegiation is 


Ne 
ts original plsa for its ees St ana 
: eS Sa 


Page 56 
pains is standing on its own merits, 


The new Committes, sglectesd on 30th May, 1954 
for the year 1954-55, isi- 


President: Geoff LORMER 

Vies-—President: Alan HOUSTON 

Sseretary: | Tim DUNLOP 

Asst.Ssorstary: Biil RATTRAY . 2a 

Treasursr: Mayer LEVY 

Asst. Trsasursr Roy COLWELL 

‘Committesmen Jack CHAPLIN (Buysrs' Guide) 
n Fred YOUIE 

Editor: Jack MAY : 

hast, Editor: Jack FIDOE 

Puolishsr: nrnis DEAN 

Appointsd . \Hsrbert TISHER 


Committeemen:)David BENNETT 


I an confident that ths new Committe: will 
Gontinus to throw its full weight into th> intsrésts 
of thse Association and that this coming ysar wit 

_ 3 ur two hunaredth memosr, 

4th the co-operation and activs support of 
each member, ths AMRA will play an even mors: val- 
uabls part in Australian Model Railways, 


if 
i 
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Gaoffrey W. Lormer, 
President. 


Melbourns, = 30.6.1954., 


SECRETARY'S RSPORT, 1953-1954 


Following on considsradls correspondance with 
tha European Fedsration of Model Railway Clubs, Nat- 
ional Mod2l Railway Association and British Ra Lilway 
Modslline Standards Bursau, it was decidasd by the 
Committse that this Association would sndsavour to 
prspars its Standards to comply as nearly as pos= 
sible to Universal Standards. So that fuil inform- 
ation could oe forwardsi to ths othar Orvanizations 
it was dedided that the Constitution should | 03 an- 
ondsd to permit honorary members, On being subzit- 
ted to ths gansral me moership for vots this i 1snd— 
ment to the Constitution was passed, and on the 30th 

nie 9535, the tare organizations = Srred to 
sppointsd honorary members of 


During Yovember, 1953, Dr. — puesit, who 
ing as our Qusensland Reprs entative, 
‘ept tha position of ae Chairgan 
Coumittes Upon his acceptance 3 of 
23 immsdiately plunzsd into the pr2p- 
dards for 3'6" gauce, This instit— 

& corrsspondsnee with New. Zealand, 
our Tasmanian Representative. Pro- 
s havs now b3sn compiled ani copis 
ded to intsr2stad parties for res 
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: In April this ysar frn fetes drew ths attsan= 
tion of ths Committee of Management to the fact that 
the Overhead Standards as shown in the Standards 
Sheets ware rather large for Australian conditions 
and offered to pre spars catsnary and pantograph stani 
ards suitabdls for Australian model railway squipment 
Ths Government Railways of NSW and Victoria, and 


Rivarossi, Marklin ani 'O' Gauge Yous? wars writte: 


to r3questing their Standards which wire duly for- 
wardsd to Ern, to assist hin. His Provisional 


‘ 
Standards ars now circulating amons the iIntsrstate 


hee “ 


“April, 1954, being our firs 


Pace 5&6 


members of the Standards Committss for their commsant 
and approval, 


At tha Committes mseting on the 14th May, 1954 
it was decided that the Information Shests which had 
been prepared for the bensfit of the beginners to the 
hobby would in futurs be forward3d to all members of 
the Association and thse copiss of tha first Shes 
ave oeen printed and are now on. the way to mombers, 

Barly in Juns this Association submitted a Sum—= 
mary of Evidenes to the Tariff Board regardi ingan WW 


eke Nets Ne 


inereass in Siete on toys, Full details of ths 
action tazxen ars found in anothsr article 

On the ona “July, after three long ysars end 
many lstters Trom members, “Membsrship Cards wears 
finally recsivsd and are now in process of distri 
ution to msmbsres, | 

' Durine this ysar NSM Standards wars rec3ived 

end GGLi3s sent to all Stats Repr Seis cat hrua s and to 
all known Clucs and interested Socistiss. 

| dasign for a 2 of Approval for issua 


eas £7 x ee See 
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oS ee oe PE ; ae 


| vers of model reilway suuipment on sub- 
Bras Se ot Ealp.es of their products for approval as 


e ith AMRA Standards, was adoptsd. (0n subd 
gicsicn “ot the first article for approval, upon. such 
3 


epprovel being given, ons numbered Cartificate of 


Approval will be issued with a covering Lstter of 
Aeprovel bsaring ths number of ths Certificats, and 
giving an identifying dsscription of the approvsd | 
product, Any furthsr submitted products approved S 
will have a covering Letter of Approval only, and 


bearing ths number of ths Cartificats of Approval 
already in the possession of the manufactursr as it 


is not intend:d to issues an individual Certificate 
of Approval with sach approved product, A manuf- 
actur2r could submit:20 articles for approval over a 
period, he would racsive 20 identifying Letters of 
Approval all bearing the number of his ons Cartif— 
icate of Approval) | : | 

Mrs E, Grim3s was welcomed to ths Association during 


we 


£% the Committes mestine of Aucust 7t th, 1953 
the Duplicator offsred to the Association throuzh — 
= | 


ths good offices of Committéss Asst.Secretary, 
David Gross, was purchased by Sonations from the 


Committee mamber rs themselves, . 

At the followine Committe? mea ng of 24th 
August, the gene rous offer of pio gt Lyell to 
provide ths remaini ing Data Shest blocks was received 

At this time isplay of members! models was 
arranged and pres¢ in ons of ths windows of thse 
Melbourns Sports the display causing a lot 
of interest in th ral public as evidenced by 
the crowds at all of the day to be ssen vaz— 
ing and appraising quality of the workmanship 
Of the varied gauce and ‘type models. | 

Owing to the ing size of the Journal 
the largest order y for duplica iting paper 
—~ for 20 rsams — 7 ough and, I am happy to 
Say, at ths oest po i@8 to the Association 
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David hen. who has vando = te service 
ever sincs joining the Ass clation, found it necess— 
ary to reluctantly resign cs the position of Asst. 
secretary to enabls him to devote the time necessary 
to the establishment of his own business, and we all 

cece 


wish him every success in his new venture. 


Tim, Dunlop 
Secretary 


NSLAND STATE BRANCH INAUGURATED 


Meetings of Members of AMRA in Queensland con- 
vensd by Pr, S, Sugeit on Sunda Vf at 
10-50A.M, at 20 Henry St., Ascot, for the purpose 


of founding a State Branch for Queensland. 


Present: Mr R,D,Binzger, MY GF .Gilmore, Mr Jim, 
Fainges, “Mr Harry Harley, Dr Arthur Harrold, 

Mr Gordon Parker, Mr Edgar Snowden, Dr Stephen 
Sugeit, “Mr Harold Warren, Mr Dave Wiffler, 


Mr Clive YeTageart, 


(1) Offices of Organising Chairman: Mr Edgar Snow- 
den, nominated by Mr Gordon Parker and sscondad by 
Dr Arthur Harrold: slected unanimously, 


(2) Office of Seorstary-Trsasurer: Dr Stephen Sug— 


git, nominated by “r Harry Harley and seconded vy 
Mr Jim Faingss: elected unanimously, 


(3) Mr Gordon Parker voluntesred to act as Queens— 
land Representative for the Buyers! Guide. His 
offer was unanimously accepted, © 
(4) A discussion took place on the proposed Stand- 
ards for 1n3-1/2 (viz; 3/8" scale on 1-1/%" gauge 
track for 3'6" gauge prototypes, It was proposed 
by Mr Gordon Parker and seconded by Mr Jin Fainges 
that for 1n3-1/2 that BRMSB fins scale 'O' gauge 
(OF) Standards bs used for wheels and track, ; 
pe = == ~ Carried unanimously, | 


Subsequent mestings to be held on the third 
weskend of the month, Friday or Saturday nights or 
Sunday morning accordinz to the conveniences of the 


host and the cccasion, 


== 650-9 = 


aan 


VICTORIAN STATE BRANCH — SECRETARY'S REPORT 


Back in December, 1952 a latter appsared in 
Buyers' Guids sugzssting that members in each State 
should band together and have "natter" nights in 
re homes where ideas and methods could be freely 

(1iterally) discussed, 
Here was the Victorian Branch, 


The ae cae meetins was on 27th February, '53 

OF) at St.Mark's Hall, Fitzroy where, as Tim Dunlop has 
already 1 ceciae red, Rick -Hic Shardson 3 was pushed into 
the Chairmanshin Secretary? We? No fear —, 
Charlie Craig was the first ons in that Job. By 

the — of the mesting, I ses that the first | 
motion moved was to the effect that models should not 
Ys toi aa except with ths owner's permission, This 


3 
is perhaps the only rule which has been rigidly en— 

forced, out it works well amone the members, 
The trend of the mestings has been zenerally to 
obtain items of interest from oe curselves such 
i: 


as model and photo nights, a very interesting elin— 
ination quiz, and = plain ta sete shts, = far , 
ees two vigitins yeakers have addre ssed the most 


ae eons on card and wood coach construction, and 
r Jag’ can, who told of simple signalling and 
track layout, provided members with most interast- 
yr ing, but all too short, evenings, ? | 
— Finance was always the subject of discussion 
E and the means of obtainin= it were many and varied, 
However, by such means as raffles, compstitions and 
straight-out swindles, we have accumulated over two 
years, a considsrable cash balances, So much in 
fact, that talk has now turned to ways of spendinzit 
Four months after formation an = empt was mads 
to bring all Melbourns modellers toe esther, provids 
them with some entertainment, and let sveryoody en— 


| 
| 
| 
3s but both Mr ” xia Goode (Hobson's Bay Railme iy) 


‘ne we! wie Ye 
joy themselves, We eae BO <o 60 might turn up 
but ws were engulfed with 1425!!! In sli thava wag 
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station “sheikt angen scores ‘of apie and a show 
of Kodachrome slides. It was, without a doubt, a 
huge sites: and. Cheirman Rick Richardson, ‘who, = 
with a few helpers had to do ALL ths. work, can still 
rorca a smile when remindsd of it. —. 

Another successful evening took the form of a 
-lémm film night with railway and documentary sub— 
‘jects from the State Film Centre and screensd by 
Messrs | R,Hilceke and M,Bill, of the Forestry Commis— 
sion, . Acain we packed then into the hall, maybs | 
be cause the show was free!!. we, 

“At. present we ars running a. ‘structures compst— 
ition, originally introduced for the sole purpose of 

disposing of an. 'HO' motor, This motor was donated 
“to the Branch by Fred, Youie to be raffled for funds. 
This was duly done at the Film Night but the winner 
ehoss to taks cash instead of ths “motor, and we were 
iett with some pounds profit — AND the motor, At 
the next msetinz the motor was.raffled azain, and 
‘won by. G.F. Gilmore, of Cairns, That was th at —— 
‘-aImost.: .Mr Gilmore promptly donated the motor 
back to the braneh to be used as —— for a 
strucsuces competition, SO we still havs the motor 
“but the end must be in sight — we “dont + cars who 
she motor ~ so long.as they KEEP the thinz! 
. This short history of the Branch cannot set 
out in detail a all that: occurred in. the last two 
; =op 4 


years, ner. da the minutes. carry record of the lively 
and intsrestinz discussions which went on after 
eae oaiktn we hope, will be covered mors : Nw 


ne quarterly reports, ‘together with de- 
| * and 'HO' layouts now partly completed, 
Results of our structures competition should also 
be =? —— 

But b beware, Vic, members — any thine wou say 
may be taken down and printed in the Journal!! 


= D, fateford, 
Se = 7 Sec, Vic th, Branch, 
Melbourne, ; Ties oe 


Gontinuing: | 
THE AUSTRALIAN MODEL RALLYWAY ASSOCIATION 
lts Formation and Progress - 


by Tim Dunlop. 
(continued from page 42, May 1954, issue) 


AMRA moubership continued to grow at a fluct-—. 
uating rate the 195e Ali-Models Exhibition in Mel—— 
bourne having bsen of considerable help in pubdilic—_ 
ising the Association, About this times we de | 
ided there were sufficient Interstates member 
warrant the appoineent of Hepresentativ 
for each Stats's interests in AMRA, » n NWSW, Ks 
Wilcox agrssd to accept the post for that State, 


whilst in Queensland, Dr, Stephen Sugeit vo Luntesrs 
ot his aid in this respect a3 well as accapting ths 
position of Queansland Stats Repressntative on the. 
Standards Commititss. Unfortunatealy, no — in. 
Tasmania was found at that tims to accspt ths pos- 
ition in that Stats, out ag momo srehip in the "Apple 
Isls" grows we will eventual lily find somsons keen on 
this type of work as thsir Revresentativs. 


2 Association 
sess to a duplic-— 


Up to this stace, (mia 1952 

© e | 

sd by a commercial 
= 


had besn foreed through lack of 
ator to havs the "Journal' produce 
duplicating firm, and, although the work was beaut— 
ifully done the costs were —— y high, satine 
up about 3 / i of our total incoms from subscriptions, 
Whils it is svsr the aim of the dame ts of Manags-— 
msnt to return to members mors than ths valus of | 
thelr subs, in ths form of sarvices, obviously soms 
reservs of finance is always nesdsd, so investiga— 
tions were mads to sse if soms cheaper way of pro- 
ee the magazine coulse be found, In this r3- _ 
Sard Ernis Vainka most gensrously offered fres uss 
of his PBusinsss's Fordigraph Duplicating machins, 
and then.Prasident Mayer Lavy and Editor Jack May 
first trisd their skill on the November, ‘5 
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with immsediats banefit to ths Association in ths 
ereatly reduced cost of producing the "Journal”, 
individual copies dropping in cost from 3/-— 2ach to 
a fsw pence, 


In March, 1953, Dave Gross commenesd to con 
piles a "Recister of Model Railroad Titl3s", and ths 
first “List of somes 40 odd nam3s was issusd, with 
‘Titles from most of ths Statss, In this regard, 
.is your Railroad listed for inclusion in the sxt 
LSSUS? 


A copy of ths Provisional Standards was for— 

warded to all the Model Clubs and Socistiss ws 
could locats and the replies recsived were umanin 
ously in favor of ths dimensions shown, sxcepting 
for somes minor sugessted altsrations, Thsse rsp— 
lies wers very carefully studied, the Bugs 2sS2 
nan ne being in most casss adopte 22 

work on ths Standards is in progress wit tbs =a 
timate aim of obtaining Universal en ee 
which is now ths only rsason why ths Shssts th 
Seivss havs not been sent to members in the 
manent printed form, 


=n Aprit 1953, a letter was recsived from . 
Herr Franz Mosller, of West Berlin, inforzing ths 
AMRA of the forz cation of a largs eroup of Huropean 
modsllers who were proposing to adopt a set of 
Standards compiled by him, to be know as NEV Stand 
‘ards, and inviting the co-operation of our Associa-— 
tion in working towards Universal Standards. This 
Co-operation, ofcourss, was gladly extended by the 
AMRA, and correspondencs has continued st2adily on 
the subject of Standards bstween NEM and AMRA since 
then, As an obliqus result of this exchange of in- 
formation ws eventually decided to enfsr Honorary 
Membsrships on our contemporary organizations over— 


Ssas and in October, oo? BRUSB, NEM and NERA ware 
advised to this sff36 3 
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#arly in August, 1953, through the good offic3ss 
f David Gross ths Association purchased its om -du~ . 
plicator assisted by personal donations from ‘thse Com— 
mittss, with the result that ws becums aivarced at = 
last from nearly all ths problems of uctual produc— *— 
tion of the "Journal" and othar litsratur3, Howsvsr 
Editor May still bows undsr the unequal task of digg— 
ing “Journal material" in ths form of latters and : 
articl3s from privats msmbsrs. | 


In Octobsr, 1953, Dr, Stephen Ssuceit in Bris— 
bans commenc2d work on ths preparation of 3°E" Stang 
ards, in soms aspscts = ost a wetes8 fisld and thar: 
fore a terrific job. Hs started ths ball rolling by 
writing to Sth, Africa and =e recsiving their fig- 
ur3s tackled New Zealand, and others of fruitful _PEO- 

spect. His work is wall on the way but you can't 
Sit down and pull Standard Dimensions “out of a hath , 
particularly in Australia with so many diverse facs~ 
ors to consider, In this same month Stave wag a0— 
pointed Deputy Chairman of the Standards Comnittes 
and is ee out the duties involvsd with obvious 
thought and car 


At the Manacement Commit = meeting of Sth Lec,, 
President Gsoff Lormer rose and annowne3d that he 
would personally prepare a proof of a Membership . | 
ge After soms seconds Zz stunned silenes the as— 

smbled and august Committee burs¢. into a howl of 
wild laughter!. Mystifyine? — not to any psrson who 
has sver besn associated with the AMRA Committss and 
its workings! You ses, Rick originally wrote that 
reference to the Membership Card into the Constitu~ 
es in, (as he says himself) a. moment of extreme — 

salness — probably at 2 A.M. of soma: cold, tired 


Ss morning, _. It seemed an innocuous and innocent 
littls para. and the first Committse votsd it into 
law, Since that day never a batch of mail arrives 


that doesn't contain a reference to those accurs sed 
membership cards, either an "ola" member asking 
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hopefully have ws dons anything about them yst, or 

a naw member who has v3sn dutifully SNe eee his 

Constitution and discoversd he's apparantly bs 

de out of his birth-right -— to wit, ons Memb sr ship 

Card. Thsre always s3em3sd to us to “D3 mors im— 

portant things to s3t don2 and spand monsy on, al- 

though various attempts ace been mads to ¢st cards . 

und2r way, without success for divers2 r2asons, = 

In short, "Membership Cards ~— Applications for® ! a 

became, I am afraid, a standing joks in Committe: WT 

doings, . So our President's announcement producsd 

a veritable gale of msrrimeant, - - - But, at ths 

Committees mesting of July e, aaotf qu istly slippsd 

into ths hands of assembled ‘Committe an msn — TEE CARDS 
duly printed at last, and dons as a gift to ths 

Association, by a friend of Gsoff's, So, gentle . 
rsadsr, by the tim? you ars r3adinge this doubtlsss 

ae Me embarship Card, in two tonss of bluxis now 

nestling in your inner pockst rs ady for instantan— . 

sous thrusting under th3 nos2s of interested bods. 

without the slightest provocation! 


At the sams ms3ting as ths mom2ntous announcs— 
ment rs membership cards, Bill Rattray joined hs 
Committ23, and hasn't misssd a m33ting S200 2: 
Recently he has acqguirsd a brightly shinin c type- 
writsr, and as hs lives nsar m3 has offered to hslp 
out with the stacks of corrsspondsnes I always s3sm J 
to have, So William looks lik3 b3ing a vsry Susy 
boy in ths near futures. 


MSW Rap., Keith Wilcox cam: to aoe a fort— 
night's holiday in Mslsournes ovsr Christmas, 1953, 
and was whirlsd around many placs3s, svantually bs- 
ing placed back on ths "Spirit" to raturn to Sydnsv 
for 2 w3ll—sarnead oe If you arg coming to Mel~ 
bourns from Intersta 1st us know in advance, as 
Ksith did, so ws can arrangs to look sftsr you. 

Other Nenbers have availed themselves of this stand- 
inc offsr, and v2 don't think they regratt3d it. 


7 
During 1953 membership craw by 26 and Quasns— 
land bscams the first Stats, apart ed ts 'homs! 
Stat3, of Victoria, to form a Stats Branch, the in- 
augural mestine desing held on the loth Vay, 1954, 
. fuller report of thess and other. proceedings ap— 
pears sis eehars at this. issuz, but ist me add my 
personal congratulations to the Qusensland monders, 
in which I am heartily suprorted by svsry member of 
ths Committss, and nsedlsss to say, by all mambers 
in othsr States 
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Today the Association is in a healthy position 
numsrically and ?inancially y, 20r members ip is 30 
odd and srowing monthly, Locking to the futur:, 

2 have good prospects indesd., Standards for 


mee railway equipmsnt haves svery chanes of bsing 
preparsd for universal us3, y3ss, ths world oveaz, 
through co-operation with ths British Railway Mcd-— 
slling Standards Bureau, ths National Model Railroad 
Association and the VDMEC , which is an associatioz 
of Continsntal Clubs, also known as NEM, an abbrev— 
iation of Normss for Suropean Yodsllsrs 


Inspsction Committesss are in rroc3ss of forma— 
tion to make-rsports on all items of squipment neo— 
essary for successful interchancs, for, although it 
doesn't really matter if a laddsr is to ba 1 /en 
17/64" or 7am seale, as no on? can tell the differ 
encs, and it has nothine to do with th? astua.i op— 
sration of a vehicls, it DOZS matter vary much when 
w3 coms to. inspsct ' wheels, bogies, couplers and bvuf— 
fers, (and such rites as come ready to maks up), if 
pe 8 ‘find they just won't work togsther, ons with the 


ck 


Y totes the AMRA, through its efforts ae ths 
good of Australian modellers n particular, and Un- 
iversal modells ers in gensral is gaining in teens izth , 
and will continus to do so as its mambearship oS 
its publicity penstrates apa - 3198: Contribution to ta 
is J J, uniesrstood and fuily apprsciat=t 


[Se 


Paces 62 


(i 


AMVRA IY ON TARIFF BOARD INQU: 
FIGHTS 'TOY-WODEL' CLASSIFICATION 


ae 


ae 


“A fortnight oofare te hearin 1s i into the Applic 
ation befors the Tarif? Board for an iner2ass3 in 
Customs dutiss on goods admitted into this country 
under Classification 4310B, Tom: Moodie range Tim Dun-— 
lop asking him had hse heard anything about the pro- 
posed incrsass in the Tariffs — Railway 
sjuipment and suzeesting that Tim’ss2e Clem. Nsadmors 
to obtain full details, : 

Tom had heard from Ray Pearson that %. G, Pazgs, 
Sydney “Meccano and Hornby importer; had written Clem, 
“Veadmore asking him to put a cass to the Government 
here, which Clem. did, writing to the Department and 
appsarins at the inquiry. Tim saw'Clem and was ad- 
vised to contact “Mr Ferzuson, Trdds Representative 
for the Director of the 4ustralian Association of 
British Manufacturers, who cave Tim all details as. 
to what form ths evidancse should taxs, 3 

Letters were then written by this Association 
to all Model Railway Clubs in Australia rsquesting | 
thsir assistance in supplyins information for the 
Summary of Hvidence to t be submittes to thse Tariff 
Board; in all, slseven boaies were written to, rep— 
liss oe from all but ons supporting 
this Associations Cummary of Evidence, | 

Due to the short tims available soms r 
were received too late for inclusion with t 
mary of Evidancs, — = es 

Wher all evidences has bean taken, it will ds 
Six to nins months before a datsrminaticn is fin-— 
ally made, 3 os 

During this psriod, whilst the decision is 
pending, ths Association is formulatirz plans to 
pr3sssnt a case, at ths appropriats tims, to have 
models, as such, clearly divdresd from: the blankset— 
ine Clauss 410B which bracksts a such products 
as ‘Tovs', — Summary of Evidence follows: 
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REDUCTION 


SCALE MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


My name is G. W, Lormer, of 181 Burke Road, Hast 
Malvern, | | | 

I submit this Statoment as President of the 
Australian Model Railway Association, at 105 Blake 
street, Reservoir, Victoria, 

The Odjsctives of the Association are to ex— 
tend and improve facilities for Fine Standard Scals 
Model Railroading in Australia; to improves supplies 
and data by providing servicss to members of ths 
Association; to work in conjunction with similar 
organizsetions for ths common good and benefit of 
model railroading; to draw up Standards for working 
parts tu ensure sucesssful operation and inter- 
Changeasility of equipment; to inspeot model rail— 
way procuets as to their conformance to Standards 
end assist manufacturers and model railwaymen in th2 
Various aspects of the hobby, 

In ccmnon with other hobbies such as Modal Air- 
craft, (power-driven) Model boats and Steamships ani 
Medel Race—cars, Model Railroading has a definite 
educational value, It is necessary to have some 
reasonable knowlsdge of various trades to succ2ss— | 
fully complete a model railway, these include a | 
working knowledge of electricity for track circuits | 
and wiring, and for operation of the model railroad | 
as @ whole; soldsring and carpentering in tha con— 
struction of benchwork and structures; painting for 
modsis and scenss, and landscaping. General engin- 
esring knowledge is gained in ths rzading of blue- 
prints and in working to reasonable limits of tol~ 
erance in the construction of the whols railway, 

These hobbies are vastly different from the 
pleasures enjoyed by children with their toys, Many 
of the men who relax with these hobbies as with the 
amateur radio enthusiast, spend their lifetime in 
research and perfection in their om particular 
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fisld., In fact, model builders have pionesred 
principles now used in full-size eduipment, 

As distinet from production of toy trains, _ 
there is only ons manufacturer of scale model rail- 
way motive power and rolling-stock in in Australia, 
whose products are made to a scale of /mm, to ons 
foot and run on track one and one quarter inches 
(1-1/4") wide, known as '0' gauge, the range pro- 
duced by this manufacturer is limited in scope, and 
consists solely of ths articles mentioned in the Y 
attached cetale: ES 
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ated that no mention is made of 
ma neesssary for the successful 
eration of even a modest model 

3 aver which are required ars 
Tr buistée tEES and motors 
ted voltage of levolts 
apnatine Current, 
porting such items is 
ance, It is an anom- 
ar motive power, rcll- 
sine of ths rail itself 
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istoms as toys under Class- 

This in enalogous to including a 

sams category as a child's pedal 
idsereda cpinion of the Assoc-— 

sent and SUPBer ise by othsr bod= 

eed scaols model railway equip- wd 
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F 
ths Cs rime i 
mgasilace in See ey is practically negligible, 
The sMaetehas of mass production of models in 
Australia is very remote, With a limitsd market 
(that is, by Cox aperison with the world market sn- 
joyed by overssas manufacturers), an Australian 
manufacturer, in threes months would de edole, (at 
extremely hich initial capital outlay in machines, 
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dies, etcestesra) to make sufficient of any particular 
model to supply the Australian market for many years 
a financial impossibility. The Australian manufac- 
turer would also have to contend with modellers in 
sach State requiring models of the equipment used on 
their own State railways, thus again limiting their 
market and the benefits of mass production, "At the 
present time, ons of the manufacturers of toy trains 
in Australia cannot supply their electrically power- 
ed locomotive to meet orders, : 
Except for a very small number of parts to bs 

used in the construction of rolling stock, no full-~ 
tina menufacturer of motive power and rollin stock 
in Australia caters for the model railroadsr who ov- 
ates a a track gauge of five eighths of an inch 
zee & scale of either 3.5 or 4mm, to ons foot 
items of motives power and very few 
Felling stock or model railway structures 

7 kit or or hand assembled at % 
ness items are of necessity in- 
rom Breland with some from the Con- 
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! men on ail wetio of ‘life, 
only  Contionesel th organization, this 
ci which I represent, has, in support of 
evid a Submis iss herewith, the co-operation 
the cores fanizations:~— Members 
National ‘ods 1 “Raibroad Association, 
comprisinez: (Que snsland Chapter 
(Victorian n 50 
(South Australian Chapter) 
The Victorian Model Railway Society, 60 
The Brisbane Model Railway Club, 450 
sydney Model Railway Socisty, + 
Tasmanian Railway and Modsl Railway 
Society, raA® 
whilst the Australian Model Railway As-— 
sociation which I represent has a mem—- - 130 
bership of 130 5 2 
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making a total of just over 300 serious model rail- 
way men officially represented, . 
This, ofcourss, does not include the large 


number of serious modellers who are not members of 


any Association but who are known to run in to some 
hundrsds, 


G.W,Lormsr, 
President. A.MR. A. 
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THE NASON NAT Pe TAL RAIGROAD 
A repert_ from lan Weickhardt 


The NIM hes at last settled —- I now have ads- 
inence so my "Capitel Works?® programme is 
rao avion 
1ests of Burnie board. My idsa is to 
have « single line 'there-and-back' layout with two 
locos operating. On track tssts my '1102' is putt— 
ing up a beaut, performance, When I lay my board 
layouSs ene shelves I will hav2 auto.signalling to 
tha ‘or Geiss LD gree 2 on! of : Dr aes : : 
I nave two locos, one is a Ferris chassis with. 
Fiesat rurfars and couplings, a powerful motor, 4a | 
shy s Gusne s reverss, —~ a fres-lance diessl- 
electric shunter looking well in light grey with Vv 
black banieined Algo I have a 11102", unpainted — 
but using a Ferris motor, and does she move 
auticipated single line will probably pti: 
nal South", swing around in a slow curve to 
2 South" where a loop will enclose an island 
platform so trains may pass. A straight length 
will then procesd along to ths $ mark of the track 
leneth where a moderate curve will slow the train 
for the rest of its journey tc the end at Fasrlee 
Road, but I suppose that ccxyistion of the single 
line will take many weskends yet.-Good work Tan. ea. 


anaad aud I have put down a yard and st 
rosd on two si 5 
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To ths Editor: 


: | As a foundation mambsar of 
ths AMRA I would lik3s to maks a sugzestion to the 
Federal Committee ~ Why not t3ll ths individual men- 
bers mors about your doings and your problems? 

To OS sure thsre haves besn sxcellent articlss 
the Journal about the Aims and History of our ieaee 
iation, cut ts the avérags member, aspefially th 
country or Interstates member, I would sugegsst tha 
thsss are not énough, aperstors, I sugesst that 

#3 of ths Federal Committes lok) publish2d 
pL0n of ths Jouengl, sither in fuit or in 
rm —- this would give the individual mamos 
a ee "right inside" the. Association | 
yrobably promote a flow of idsas and sug 
on various mattsrs by means of lstters fo 
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ar 
r nsibility of ths Asst.Sseretary, or 
Gtnsr of ¢ mitts 


e3 who would Decoms a kini of 
ons Officar' to help bring the Com 
to ths ganeral member, 


yigrish mee t 
ision I would liks to congratulats th 
es) 
UT 
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Hire Quality of ths Journs al. 
RIDGE, 4 Como Ave., South Yarra, 
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To ths Bditor: 


S@garding th3 Journal and nembers 
not rsnewing, gould it be? that ths fraqusney of 
issus is thse troubdis? nurse months anert is a Bs: 12 
tims bstwesn issuss partioulerly if artis 


continued over ssveral issue Ke at 


to 
, so I would Sugeess, et it bs 
ar: 


5 Tb: L 
Last issus, This mattwsr was thrasnsd out 
sata of AMRA but was not poasible at 
“i eccount of cost, Undsr prsesnt sees 
mignt és that re cost would not o5 such 
the issuss were closer togethsr - Say - 6m 


wontos, 


Also, I suggest that all ether communic 
that ars ilesuecd, suszh as ths Buvars' Guide 
corporated in the Journel which would help 
au Up; : = 

Another matter is ths siss of the pases 
hes been a contentiovs mattis: in tne past, 
ae the reader's ansis, ths half-fscissap 

a fiddling nuisance, 

I suggest that tas Cemmittes givsa cons 

to ths following drastis ideas: 


(1) Enlaree vo 
| v 


misle of a member up ths bush — 
ettsn @ about ths AWRA sine 


he 
8 the 


that tims 


stances it 


2 hurdlis if 
esks or two 


vations 


be in- 
to Fist 


— this 
| Bie de 5 ct & 
sizs is 


idsration 


Issuss svex iz waere 
3) Incorporates all Gonmunications in one lot 


per issus, 


(4) The Association is fudged by its 
. bscause thsss ars its enly ecentast 
majority of msmsers, — 
(5) Mors frsgusnt issues gives readers 
to Sr euS in its Solus ,* you can't 
an argumsnt with repliss 4 month 


Another sugessticn: Seepeucragerss cose. 
previous issuss of Jcurnai 3 n& 
puy dack issuss at so much 6 Some 

ths Associatio 
ashed onlookers 
Visw, Ksep up the ¢£ 


publications 


with ths 


a chenss 
onduct 


Ss apart, 


of all 


t neweoméers can 


n looxs 
point of 


& C tag 
— ERNIE MAINKA, 12 Flora Grove, Ivanhoe, N,.21. 
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AN OUTLINE of the HISTORY 
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This, like numerous other layouts, had its birth 
with Hornby clockwork, However, on hand *rers tivo) 
Old Americen Pullman typ¢ carriages, which wers sol- 
idivy sonstructed, and the Chisf Enginser had an-idsa 
he'd like <o Duild a motor bogies and introduce slse- 
tric trection, This was about 26 ysars ago and 
spars cash wasn't in abundence so the first electric 
track wad mads by dismantling ths Hornby clockwork 
rail, and r3-laying on timosr battens, 

As th3 nsw power unit was so succ3ssful, mors 
track was n3sded go ths C.E, decided to manufacturs 

h3 reil from ksrosens tins, This was dons by scut- 
ting inso strips which wers in turn formed into a 'U! 
Shere bv knocking into a groove in a hardwood biock 
Scout eit, long, Ths next process vas to pull 
thass pisess through a dis which cav3s a rail shaped 
thus: © This gave a good base for nailing to 

= = slsspers, quite a considsrabl3 amount 

of track being built this way, A x2th- 


d cf forming track was svolvad which may bs of in- 


ie g 
tsrsst to thos3 who have only space for a portabls 
Layout, Raving ths use of a circular saw was an 
advanvage as lsngths of timbsr - ws happsned to haves 
& plank of oak -— wers cut into strips approximatsly. 
5/16" X 1/4" by 6ft. long, these strips were then 
raobetsd, this being the result: <” 
16 


Slsspers wars then nailed | 
between two lengths, sither singls or doubls track 


ze Fae ae oe 
% | Sere 


and a light yst r3asonably firm track resulted, This 
type of track was in uss for a numbsr of ysars ang 
gave no troubles at ali. 
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At a later p3riod. portion of a fowlyard was ac- 
quired for the sole purpose of a railway, ths prob- 
lean being what to use for a permanent rail, Well, in 
thoss days good, clean, smooth i" hoopiron was av- 
ailable so this was purchased whilst the circular. 
saw cams in handy, cutting up a 
hardwood blocks, roughly: 


Ths hoopiron was : 
laid in-the slots, tha Wie 
'slespers' ware placed i} 
about 3" apart, and | 
when. laid-in position, _ 
ballast was built up to nsar 


'.. Galvanized iron wirs soldarsd to screws in the 
sleepers eerved for 3rd. rail. Hundreds of wiles 
must heve been run over this styls but the ¢galvan- 
izing was good and saw this layout to its end. In 
fact, whsn the next re-build took place, this hoop- 
iron track was ussd for an ovsrhsad wire systsm and 


was only discarded soms yzars later when '702' ba- 
cams a@avallacls, _ 


Skstchas show the designs of ths early layouts, 


- points about thes wer; part-psrmanent, part port— 
- gbls, some sections 3rd, rail, othsrs overhead wira, 


In thoss days the going was tough, didn't know i> 
noths ints + aA 1 = ae 7 es 
anothsr soul intsrest2d in mod3i railways, commer-— : 
Cial components wsers just about non-existsnt and 


“what wares mainly for stsam. Ws had Henry Gresnly's 


books as a guides whilst rolling stock was built on 
Hornby dimensions, locos on much ths sams scals. 


| About 193e ths CE became a bit ambitious and 
decidsd to build some NSW 'MU' stock, we couldn't 
gest any official dops so us2d to watch them in ths 
station, count tha windows and spacings, work out 
rough measurements and svantually they went into 


i ee eee 


"ths new sat-up was laid in the hoop-iron etyls, but 


- lavel, On leaving the overhead ssction the reverse 


= 
Layout, in i | 
- - brass but made in tha sams fashion as th tinplate, 


which really looked the part but when damp, tha 


_Thes? wers gradually replaced with cement. 


_ there being four lengths of heop-iron embedied 1/2" 
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servics, the only parts not made in ths works Seine 
the gears, Thes? cars are still in services having 
been r-z3ared ones, ell, when I say ‘in servics’ 
they still run, but ware built for 6—Sv. and thes; 

days ths powsr supply is l2v. so thay nesd resistors 
fitting as othsrwise ths sps3d is r3ally atomic, — 
7 Now thss2 units operated on either third rail 

or ovarhsad, The collectors war3 set to drop about 
an 1/€" »slow' rail laval, On entering ths overhsad 
ssction the wiring was high enough for the extended 
pantograph to run undsr without fouling ad then en— 
gagel gradually; the third rail tapered away to rail 


opsration occurrsd, Thess units always ran better 
on ths overhead apparsntly dus to lass pick-up : 
friction. 3 

_ When a largsr fowlyard became vacant persuasiv: 
powers were used, and plans were being made for a 

in this cass No.2, This time the trackwas 

Ths track was secured by nailing lengths of battens 
under the slospers and screwing to stakes driven in- 
to th? ground, Two troubles were axperisnesd, ths 
smoankments wers sarth and the ballast coks breazs, 


chemicals in the breeze dsclared war on ths brass, 
Whilst the embankments would wash away in heavy 
wsathsr lsaving the track in a prscarious position. 


As msntionsd previously ths overhsad layout in. 
as yours truly was vetting big idzas for a boy, mor3 
troubles occurr3d, This cams about because slec— 
tricity likss to wander and trap ths unwary, In 
this cas3, the overhzad system had dsvelop3d into a 
fully automatic ons and electric MU cars trotted up 
and down, stopping, starting and revirsing (Wot - 

NO hends?) = _ : : <== 
Now ths: UP rail was — and ths DOWN +, and 


—————————————————————————————————— 
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in the ground running parallel for about 25', ths 


little eres in winter took a short cut and render- 


ed operation impossible, 

Well, to keep faith with the travelling public 
the per-way. gang got busy and cug out the earth 
fixing, providing some arainags and traffic resumed 
but #hen summer arrives in ell its glory, whacko? 
long lengths of trask dsvelop mers curves than Mae 
"est! Now here was a problem — What to do? Well, 
one weeksnd a pal comss aleng and fishes a length 
of brass s2ction from his pockst end gives ths LOW 
down — Austral Bronze '/02' ~- Ghespsr by the cw 
Ry mach straping and scrimping saved enough coin to 
: verhs ad 


O 


x V 3 
system — this time new msthocs wire ussd throughout, 
A new terminal station was constructed of rs- 

inforcsd camsnt in a mould, this being a Gomplets 
unit sabodying | the reteinings Weils, track base, 
latfom and station sntranz2,. tha staticn building 
and platform roof being. movided seperately again in 
¢ amen ; This method was uetd later on with two 
other stetions and has received much admiration 

5 i ‘ther hobbyists, 


“> 
we 
For the rest. of-the track «4 eclid nioreed 
camsnt bass was built in s: 33% er BOou long, an 
sndwiss visw appearing thus? 
Sea a ee SS a 7 
| ed 7 l} SeS= IOP VEC Wl 
{ 4 Leeper af 
| linaher ls Suppor f W tre VCastl I? Supape wh § 
' f v PeFataG 
a a Waly 
sees 7 — inert SN _/ We ‘dae-s > ha f 
Dramaye == a /N = = “be Hihake, A 2 Ae ~ 
vents ‘Slee pers nailed cr §crewed ‘'..-.——__—— # tong »f&menfed tn 


Fo batter. 

Ths reason for thse trough-shapsd bas? is that it 
kseps th3 ballast intact and the srass from crowing 
into ths track, also it makss a stronger base and as 
ws ar3 on heavy clay this is a big conside ration, 

Ths overhead wire supports were cast in lead 
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stiffened with galvanized wirs, on3 length pro~ 
truded through the top and was thrsaded and the 
eress-piscs of timoser for the wirs supports was 
bolted to these, Ths posts ars a bit heavy, but 
for outside work need to bs, cats, kiddies and oc— 
casionally, dogs, ars not respscters of fins art. 
Now carrisa away by enthusiasm ov3r the psr- 
_formancs and appearance of the new track, one be- 
gan looking twies at the third rail layout, But 
- _ it took som? wangling by the younzer half of the 
, Ecard of Management to convinces ths sldsr half, the 
advantagss, not only of re-building, but duplicat-— 
ing ths single lines ssctions with ths inclusion of 
nother station, , 
After a lot of plotting and planning work ba- 


gan, first the wrsckinz and clearing — the 'clsar— 
ing’ included a fig tree which was a family matter. 
A 0as3 was built on ths sams lines as that on 
tha ovsrhead track, Cars was taksn to get a flat 
and trus surface on which to lay ths track; drain- 
azs vroblems wears — = much considsration all of 
Wnidn has paid Gividends, plus ths fact we haven't 
used scals sisspers and our m3thod of securing the 
rail though tedious, in some respects, has yet held 
he track trus for nearly twenty years. This meth- 
od was soldering crass platss 3/8" x 3/8" to the 
rails on sach _sissper - which are about 1-1/e" 
apart - and then nailing plates to sleapsrs, which 


are 2-1/2" x 9/1 6% = 376". 

Fairly sarly in its new life we started. ‘plac- 
ing metal covers over the track when not in us; 
mainly at the points, this has also b3en worthwhils 
as ths points ars still in thse original condition, 
excepting that some of the brass pins as us3d orig 
inally havs b30n replaced with iron nails which rust 
in — the brass pins ooze out! 

During the war ysars the overhsad system, 
through lack of uss and maintenance, packed up, and 
as yet has not been restored to service, It will 
ne3d ré-slespsring and new ovserhzad gar, 
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The third: tail system hasn't suffered ths same 
fate ‘quite a lot of work was nscéssa ary and was well 
under way when some 'X@7":/x!! charactsrs hopped the 
fencs and reefed all the signals, station lights and: 
even soma of the relays —- had a go at pulline up ths 
track. as well but fortunately they picked on a firm 


section and didn't caus: mush damage in that regard. 


After a psriod the slectrical system was repair- 


ed and ths track opsratss O.K, ones more. 


Howsvear, in racant y3ars more tims has bsen 


spent on ths const ction of rolling stock - plus 
wiring and eoneeel schames for othsr layouts, 


When ths tims is opportune it is intendsd to 
ann2xs another piscs.of yerd and carry out extan-— 


gions, Thsrs is no doubt, idsas and mathods changs 


over the years and I should cay Taw modellers sver 
raach the stags of: having the layout that covers all 


their raquirements. 


Ths type of layout I've come to prefer is ons 
_~ which has a terminsl. station with = at marshalling 
_ facilities and provision on the rést of ths layout 
for dropping and picking-—up =olling stock at various 
points, plus a branch lins, 
S25 Or in othsr words, th3 pl secure derived from 
-opsrating is far greater than just running trains, 


Thanks, Wwem ~ grand et last to have an artiele 
from & member outside Victoria which is an achieve- 
ment wa've besn striving for; the show wants to be 
Australian NOT Victorian and we want chaps in all 
Statss to be W writing in articles regularly. 

I have asked Norm if he will give us a prast-— 
ical articls on the csment-work of his layout, and 
the simmalling sides with its auto-controlling relays, 
with nscessary circuits, as many chaps will be in- 
tersstsd in thsss aspects of the hoboy. = 

Now that an Interstates member has orokan ths ice 
how about other Interstaters following suit? Give 
our mac, a real Sa mie fisvour -— &d, 
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ae Although I paid a visit to Ian Amess' 
Northérn Lines' at Bolinda for ths purposs of 
writing “$0 ap fOr ths Journel, I find I cai ‘not 
do. batter than givs you Ien's own counante #4 
thé-'Purther Notas! of | Alan Good3's Hebsens 
- Bay: Railway and so, ei th acknowledements to 
“Alan, here is Ian's report, — id, 


° e ry ° t 
Northern Linss, as the name may sugesst, is 
based on the Bendigo Line ag far as ths typs of 
country it s2rv3s, WELLTSM TOWN is the larges City 
erminal where dock facilitias will sventualiy be 
Bult . MIDDLE GULLY is 2 wedium—sizsa sountry 
town where the Inland Meat Authority has sstablish-— 
cid a moat works, At present it dsais only with 
= eee = . 33 , 
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The meat is desea: Jeo 
ILLIAM TOWN or to the gocks: in x 

oe sscond main movement of goods egain cones from 
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the thres upper stations — WInDbroo 


SOUTH dre both small country Sidince, whils SAND]= 
HURST “is the largé country tsrminal and cantra of a 
big farming arca, These thres stations ars in the 
wheat belt and each has (or will haves soon) its own. 
Silo, The whaat is taken from ths cilos to the 
terminal at William Town in GY's These trucks 
ars back~koaded with supsephosphata, The third 
movsment is that of coal from SANDEUS Su to WILLIAM 

Xt 


2 
‘TOWN for generating and railway us3, o a lesser 
extent the mgat works at MIDDLE ULLY. "I" trucks 

are used for this traffic returning empty to the 
mine whers thsy ars loadsd from a hopver, . A narrow 

gauce(s"). line brings the ccel from the mine, over 

ths mainlins to the hopper, the mina be sing situahs 
high up in a hillsids. The "Northern Lines! ticoe-- 
srs that bs" have learnt from a ra3liable sourcs thet 
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oil is to be imported in ths near futures and plans 
ars well undsr way to establish oil dspots at seve- 
ral stations, and to construct several oil tankers; 
this will be ths fourth movamsent of traffic, al- 

- though not on the scals of the othars, It may be 
wondersd why the Inland Meat futhority are killing 
only cattls, ths rsason is simpls —- cattls truoks 
ars sasier to construct than sheep trucks! 

Ths amount of passengsr traffic is vary sat— 
isfactory although, if the service was improved, 
much mors would come forward. A suburdan station, 
Batman Hill, is under construction, 

Ths control system has been developed and man- 
ufactured in the Workshops, t23 speed controller 

consists of a brass arm movinz <ver tinplate studs 

sach stud Dsing connectsd to a tappine on a resist-— 
ancs wirs wound around a pises of asbsstos ecomant 
roofing, In several casss auxiliary controlisrs 
have bssn set up where shunting takes places some 
distance from the main controller. MIDDL& GULLY 
is an 3xampls, én auxiliary contxullsr is similar 
to the main controller, The reversing switches. 
consist of sight strips of tinplate arranged in two 
rows, Section switches ar3 mais in & Similar way, 
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The turntable at WILLIAY TOWN may bs of inter 
est; it is self-opsrating -— purely by accident the 
pivot (ex Disposals predictor part) was not set 
plumod and will swing around if a weight is placed 
at the far end, Two ex point motors and a trip 
system lins it up with which sver track is requirad. 
The trip also carries the current to the studs thus 
prevsenting the loco, osing driven while it is turn 
ing, 

Signalling has not yet been attempted and is 
something of & proble sm in thet it is iesirabls to 

epond what time is available on new construction 
and not on maintaining complicated el3cetrical sig- 
nalling systems. The léss maintenans 
A simple mechanical system might <colrs 

The system is 'O' gauge, stué con 
fron batteries on a route length of cic 
peints manually operated. Loco, moto: 
in the Workshops using Alnico magnet: 
stexpings and silver-alloy disc type oc: 
with gv sasy-carbon vacuum cleaner pruen 
novacticn cevsloped in the Werxshops ha 
OF iis sult press-studs to mount be 
Low splese freedom of movement unde 
end ‘ait speedy removal of ths bogies f 
Be ides are cast in type-metal wee 
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r service. 
$ si ist sleepers 
EO cava Trom pine, Ball bearings in the logos, 
Consist of nine 3/32" steel balls in a steel tube 
inner and outer races, the inner race oéing grooved, 
From ths outset the policy of NORTEZRN LINES 
has been to get the trains running to a timstebdl 
as early as possible - this meant skipping (for the 
tims being) of many details on locos. and rolling 
stock - handrails, compressors, stc, 
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Tnanxs Ian, and to your family for entertaining 
me, Tan is fortunate in that his charming 


fisns3, Miss Joyce Bertram, is interested in the 
lines, painting and oferating with Ian, — Ed, : 
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SOUTHERN. STATES RAILWAY 
An eee = 
by = Mainka., 


7 This pike consists of 350ft of trackage in 
'O' gauge, and is divided into 12 electrically 
isolated parts called BLOCKS, three of which are. 
Stations with their appropriate yards, Bach of 
these stations ars further divided into sections 
where a loco, can stand switched off, 
The main station, BRUCETO!N, is on a bench 18? 


by 3' at the rear end of the garage. (Sse diagram). 


To givs you an idsa of how it is a eset to 
operats ths ssrvices on this railway ws will assume 


DrrTAg 


that a bunch of blokes want to g£o Prom BRUCETON to 


MAYTOWN, --Starting from BRUCETON platform the 


train heads WEST through wall (BLCOK 2) outside 


ees back fence through wall and heads into (BLOCK 


4) which is the DOWN Main line, Eere trains can 


oe Crossed, Continuing WEST into BLOCZ 5 out 


through ths window, passes ERNBROOK JUNCTION into 


BLOCK 6, then NORTH to junction 'P! of BLOCK & 


(which is used for crossing trains and turning 


locos) into BLOCK 11 and BAST thrcugh wall to LORNA 
ViILik BLOCK le, 


This station is mounted on a shelf above BRUCE 
TON (and the workbench), On arriving at LORYAVILLE 


platform the passengers have to Ghangs trains, The 


electric MU service then carriss on the journey 

from LORNAVILLE, turns WEST, then out the back wall 
into BLOCK 9, continues WEST, round the loop then . 
BAST through wall into MAYTOWN station, When the 


passengsrs gest out they find that they are practic— 


ally back from where they started except that they 
ars 16" higher than — starting point, 

- «The control panei is so positioned that the 
operators are hancy si 311 stations and can ses 
most of the outdoor tracks through ths window. On 
the — in front of the opsretsors is a diagram 
board which shows haw tach nmoint is sst and also 
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The control panel is fittsd with 2 controllers 
or cabs, block and section switches, lever frames, 
meters, short-circuit indicator and remote uncoupler 
switches, 

I have dssigned this set-up to be as simples as 
possible requiring a minimum of maintenance, and 
thers is little in the way of complicated or auto~ 
matic gadgets, The running of the trains (as in 
full size) depends a lot on the human element, As 
far as possible the Victorian Railways has been 
used as a prototype to model to in regard to rolling 
stock, structures, etcestsra 3 

To those who arse sites of the track plan it 
was a case of laying track wherever it could bs pu 
Now, if there is anyons Setaccstes in furthsr de-— 
tails of what I have done, and how, writs in to the 
Editor and I will 5s only too happy to oblige, 
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TRACKWORKERS : GANDYDANCERS : FETTLERS R 


he Victorian State Branch '0O' pauge track 
group requires eager and willing hslp2rs ~— skill 
or lack of skill is of no importancs —- all tables 
are built and about half the track is laid, but 
mors help eithsr in the form of labor or cold, 
hard cash is required as further developments ars 
planned, : 


Those intersstsd pleass contact RB, Guiterides 
at Stats Branch nsets nes. 
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BRITISH STANDARD BLOGK SIGNALLING CODE, | | 
—- supplied by Ralph Dodson _ | 


Attention | i Belt 
Is line clear for Express Pass. or Light 
Engine to assist disabled train 4 BSlls 
Is line clear for Ordinery Pass.,3Bells then 1 Bell 
Is line clear for émpty stock train e-e-1 Bells 
Is line clear for perishable goods,fish, 
horses or cattle 5! 
Is line clear for Light &ngine C4 " —— 
f n " " Engine and Brake 1-4-1 us 
i" " " " Through Goods 12 
i " " " Stopping Goods 5 we 
qn n " " Ballast Train wanting 
to stop in section 1-2-1 n 
" line elsar for Platelayers’ Trollsy 
wanting to stop in tunnel 2e-l—e 
Lins clear 1-2 " 
rain sntsring section 2 a 
Bank Engine at rear of train e~e 2 
Train out of section SS 
Stop trein and examine { y 
Train ae ss3d without lamps 9 ‘ : 
s vidsd 2-2 . 
Sencct signal pleases —4 
Vehicles running away on right lines = ee 
yt tl " ae ong | bil e555 ae i oO 
Shunt train to allow Express to pass 1-5-5 " a 
Section clear but Shation “blocked eS . 
Fogman reauirsd 9-5-5 z , 
Opening Signal Box 5-5-5..." 
Closing " " {-5-5 " 
SOLDERING FLUX FOR BRASS 


~ Acid | Phosphoric Svrupy — use equal parts 
water mix — leaves no oxidation, need not bs 
washed after soldszring, - from Ralph Dodson, 
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WREVI EW * 
Inter nos et cum grano salis 


by C.E. Richardson. No. 1 


A quarterly review of subjects snd personalities in 
Australian model railroading. Ihe comments herein 
are the author's opinions as a private member of 
A.M.R.4. and do not necessarily reflect the views 
and policies of the A.M.R.A. “Committee of Management 
nor of the Editor of this journal. 


AN INTRODUCTT ON 
One of the greatest drawbacks inevitably connected with 


the gradually growing numerical strength of our 4ssociation is 
that the personal contact once so evident between members and 


Management is Slowly but surely disappearing. There are now 


many many members of quite long standing about whom practic- 
ally nothing is known at all_, despite exhortations in Kdit- 
orisis end the like almost sleading with individuals to let 
the Editor have even a brie? note of interest to others. But 
no dice! Australian model railway enthusiasts are in the main 
strong Silent types, with emphasis on the silent! Further to 
this, the "Journal" has not in the past had an editorial or 
reporting staff, unless we class the overworked Editor as 
"staff", thus making it difficult for this harassed individ- 
ual, who carries out in the main the actual production of the 
"TJournsl”™ es well as its editing, to go out hunting the news, 
This is where I come in, as a kind of roving reporter and per- 
haps goneral arranger of local and interstate correspondents, 
thercby easing Jack May's heavy burden just q bit, leaving 
him to cope with more important aspects of the "Journal”. 


I have resigned my position as Chairman of the Victorian 
State Branch for two reasons, firstly, the better to concen- 
trate on this literary aspect of A.Li.R.A. affairs, and secondly 
so that I have no “officiel” connection with any governing 
body in the Association, which allows me to comment more freely 
on model railroading and particularly 4.M.R.A. "politics". In 
this column anything goes and no holds barred. Nobody is 
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sacrosanct (except me, of course) but if you don't agree 

with any comment herein or in future "Reviews", or if you do 

agree, Editor May will be delighted to accommodate your 

letters (irate, ridiculous, serious, Sensible or humorous)in 

the “Letters to the Editor" section. You can, of course, 

take your courage in your own two hands and write direct to 

me here in Burwood #.13, in which event you are a blue monty 
to have sections of your missive misquoted or taken from con- 
text if it so suits my purpose, for.the ensueing Review. 

There is nothing quite as infuriating as this latter and I it 
warn you here and now and once only that I'm an old hand at = 
this. So read that letter very carefully before posting to 

me! If anyone wants to sue, I suggest you take on the Conmm- 

ittee of Management! They won't be atell co-operative, and 

at this moment are probably hotly denying all responsibility, 

which may be true; but don't be discouraged, for after all 

they are the collection of bods who whizz an annual sub. off 
ordinary mortals like you and me and salt it away I know not 

where. This for the sole benefit of Treasurer Mayer Levy, 

who plays with this great and glittering hoard for hours at 

a time. As for me, I'm perpetually stony broke and a very 

poor risk as a supplier of L.S.D. baim to injured feelings. 


That scrap of Esperanto at the heading line? It's very 

very rude and only to be uttered in moments of great 
emotional stress, like when you drop a favourite loco or re- 
call a looming duty visit to nitwitted but wealthy Aunt Fanny. 
I consider the phrase high class swearing, much more dramatic 
than the common "Pro Bono Publico", which somewhat freely fF 
translated means "professionally picking a bone in public". = 
This is about the strength of what I intend doing, excepting 
that I won't be receiving any salary, which is rather a pity - 
for me .......but there's always blackmail! What are you 
sniggering about Tim Dunlop? I still haven't forgotten 
State Branches are debarred the use of A.lu.R.A. letter-headed 
notepaper because of the spoke you poked twelve months ago. 
And where's thet alternative notepaper that was supposed to 
be made available? Think that over, Timmy me bhoy! but don't 
gimme that one about"designing" the letterhead which was 
apparcntly supposed to be done by me. If you do, I got the 
answer (crushing) in the old top left breast pocket! But 

aCe FO tne introductory opus. Now that I think I under- 


thing I intend explaining, so I'll leave you to wander happily?? 


Es 2 HOpG.cissoael hope 


‘the horrible thing, as at this pcint i 


it. would help!...: 


fe — me 


gtend the simple rules, even if you don't, we can well get. 
eracking. If anything »t 211 awkward crops up, I'll make up a 
now rule on the spot to cover the situation, like when the 


* 


A.M.R.A. Constitution was in the melting pot. But. more on that 
touchy subject at a later date. That about explains every- 


through the next 7ew pages all by ycurself. And by the way, 
if. I turn up on your doorstep one evening flourishing pencil 
and little black book, I hope I'il be invited in Por een; 


tir teretbly sorry, I've just read this ‘alleged intro- 
duction over to myself, and I agree with you envireiy --it's 
awful! I might even Review myself yet, but let's get on with 
nt 5 vy acar: friends, 
who I thank most sincerely for readirg me thi: sr <2 2te 
you would only take that look of pitying woneer con eplace else 


C.E.R. JULY 1954 


'Tis a ercat.pity Bill Lowry of B.P.R. fame has departed 
2 


fu KS 


the A.M.R.A. hencoop this long time in an indignant cloud of 
dust and ruffled feathers. He is now, it is reitably reported 
spending his spare time and cash collecting vast stacks of 


playing with 
a nice new auto. Reminds me I must start makin Pew castings 
shoes: Would have been nice, and quite like cold times, to 
art.the words and music going at L for — with a veritably 
venomous letter from K.N.L as a See result. Which prompts 
3G€ aap the appar- 
OFT as re- 
omy, to put 


U 
Fatsy Waller dises, and similar chamber tunes, and 
¢ 


lated eos. eines et: times were Seacie is a 
it mildly: 


Was taking a peek at the current membership list. (gce! 
isn't it getting long) and noted once more, right at the top 
in the place of honour, that most intriguing name of Aa. Just 
that! However, as I am only a little bloke and Mr. 4a, could 
well be, for all I know, a very virile 76" of short tempered 
nastiness, I'm going to be a piker and return to Mr. Aa later. 
In the meantime I'll find cut something about his approximate 
size, and temper. Gare to drop me a linc, Mr. Aa. 


fat I thought so! . 

Always up at the top, too, a fellow called Amess! Tan, 
I think, although we haven't met. I occasionally see his 
discourses in Allen Goode's "Further Notes" (nee Fortnightly 


Notices") and I have a profound respect for anyone who writes 


material for the "F.N's". Me! I'm frightened to have a piece 
of that august space. Sure as I write, meek like, that I 
think it would be jolly Dif the ¥.R. did so and so, Les 
Poole or maybe John Buckland or some equally fabulous char- 
acter would be just as sure to rush into print to the 

effect that not only does the V.R. do so and so at this very 
moment, but for years, they have been frequently noted 
carrying out this end that as well. (Which to say the least 
is extremely rude of the V.R; after all there's a time and 
place for everything) So to keep my ego safe I merely read 
the “F.N's" with interest, and worship people like Ian Amess 
from afar. I once knew a girl who lived at Bolinda, Ian, 
prewar it was, and as I recall Bolinda is a very little spot 
on the map somewhere around Gisborne way. If we meet we 
might swap technicalities, not necessarily about trains! 


Where's that V.R. prototyper '0' gauger Nev. Levin hide 
himself these days? ‘The erapovine has it this electrical 
genius got himself so involved with relays, solenoids, cir- 
cuits and similar scientific aids to model railroading that 
‘the incorporated four and a half tons of copper wire collap- 
sed that genrage of his into a smoking heap of debris. At 
intervals from this noisome heap, came muttered imprecations 
in Nevillets voice which have bcen interpreted into plain 
English thus:-- "If X is Y squered plus half the trensient 
delayed impulse, overlaid on a three ohm Snizzlepuss type 
choke of seventeen internal capacitors in line astern, why 
in ell heck won't this signal light"?. Calling Sid. Ewing! 


There's a long time member name of G.V. Fryer, lives 
out in Jordanville (Melbourne). Three times in two years 
i've called on Mr. Fryer, and three times the house has 
leered blankly back to my knock, a smug "nobody home" look. 
But me and Review will catch this Fryer fellow yet! Take 
note G.V.F! 


New member Charles Dodson not only joined A.M.R.A. and 


a 


2 
, 


- became a steady Vic. Brancher all at the one time, he also 
‘promptly started feeding Editor Jack May with material for the 


Journal. ‘hanks very much, Charlie! infect some of the others 
with similar ideas will you? SS 7 


Another Will - 0 - the - wisp! Peter Eldering is norn=— 
ally sighted amongst model railroading fraternity of Melbourne 
about twics a year. In the intervening, disappears to parts 

rknown, bus retains an interest in 0 gauge American proto- 


type. 3 Drop. me a li ne Poter, please, or better still use = 


phone one evening It's still WM 5899, ~ 

Trouble! Trouble! Tziple ini itial Gilmore of Cairns, - 
Queensland was in Meliourns recently and donated an H.0. 
Romford. motar he wen at Vie. Branch, back into group for prize 
in moach strusture écmpstition, — What oh what will the 
Queensland branch sey to this? Mutiny! Bind him to the track 
boys, even if it is only 3'6", it will still hurt! WMeybe 
them two. Brisbane yess think up something original and 
nasty$ 3 3 , 
John Chesney, new weinber from Brisbane. I see the records 
have it John's a commercial artist, when earning the daily 
crust. John! me boy, I'd ee es quict. A.M.R.A. just loves 
getting blckes that can do things like commercial art. Now 
let's seef Would you lite to design, just for a start, an 
A.M.R.A.------- Ohi you wouldn't. Well, no need to be so rude 
ebout it, just a thouget cid man! 


Norm Wadeson'ts great love in life is fires, not the kind 
ror sitting in front of, but the conflagration variety, com- 
plete with attendant red fire engine and brass buttoned and 
hatted uncouth fellows squirting water at the inevitable mob 
of onlookers and each other. Norm got so fascinated with these 
water sports, and his long suffering wife so fed up with re- 
lighting the lounge room fire, that he fixed himself a soft 
possie as a loot in the (volunteer) Country Fire Authority. 

In between lighting fires with Full Authority to do so, thi 
misguided. soul goes to work like you and me and gencra.ly 
carries out lifes more uscless chores, like gardening. Het 
osen known to muck about with his cutdoor '0! gauge 
sveam layout too! 3 


JAD SR ae ese ee a ee See ee See 
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Please! Mr Gasson sir, give us a ride! Another kind of 
fireman is Ted Gasson, late of Gippsland (Victoria) and now 
ensconced in Geelong, where the V.R. stationed him, when he 
evinced a desire to play trains in twelve inches to the foot 
scale! I heard Roy Colwell, (H.O. gauger and one of the Dave 
Gross push at Sandringham) and O gauger Ted getting all 
technical one night about whether coal should be shovelled 
right or left handed in the V.R. "H" class, or over the head 
with the eyes shut. The discussion seemed indecisive to me! 
They were on common ground, as Roy spent three years on V.R. 
footplates as a fireman before tossing it for a less ener- 
getic if more mundane life in the grocery trade. There is 
an unconfirmed report that the V.R. and Roy. both discovered 
at the same time that Roy thought the little hole with a 
door in the backhead of a steam lcco was provided just to 
throw matches and butts into. Ussornfirmed, mind you, but 
he is 4 grocer now! 


7, 


Unheralded and sans trumpets, I turned up on Peter 
de Steiger's doormat one recent cold and frosty! Thanks for 
the sherry Peter! and the welcome. This Scott Street, 
Burwood, railway is an outdoor 24" geuge level centre third 
effort, laid at gzound level and cperating on 24 volts A.C. 
~The line is passenger carrying if the mcod so moves, and 
Peter has photographs to prove the fact, though the layout 
is not and never was intended for such undignified goings 
on. The mood and the train moved Mrs Peter, saw the photo- 
graphic proof, I did! More details on Peter's doings next 
review. ; C™ 


Funny thing, I always used to get Phil A'vard and 
Graham Watsford mixed up. Neither of them are much to look 
at in my opinion, taken singly or in the plural mss, and 
are made a trifle more distesteful to me by reason of the 
fact that they fiddle around with H.0O. Watsford is skinny 
like me only longer, and A'Vard (What a beautifully aristo- 
cratic name that is!) is just as long but considerably 
larger all round. Well, I used to mix the names of this 
pair, as I said, until I served as agent, unpaid (of course) 
between Graham, the skinny one like mc, and a non-modelrail 
friend of mine who possessed, of all things, 2 brand new 
Yankee kit for a H.O. 0-6-0 T Roundhouse "Yardhog". This loco 


kit eventually changed hands, as did a number of green paper 


things, and everybody should have becn happy. 


Now this kit was packed in such a pretty coloured box with 
beaut pictures on it, and the major _ of the loco were all 
swathed in yards of drametic black tis paper. There was a 
whole lot of instructions, and begs ne tes of superdetailed 
bits to hang on the loco every which-where. The'Model Rail- — 
roader™ "I'rade Topics" column had said this engine was a “good 
buy" and the manufacturers had waxed ecstatic in their ads. 
And just becsuse the loco ran like an asthmatic three legged 
newt, Watsford (the skinny one like me) started grizzli ng about 
it. ‘there's no satisfying these H.O. blokes; next thing theytl] 
be Wanting rolling stock that stays on the track for more than 
a yard at a time. Letest info. on the loco is that after des- 


perate surgery, the patient is as well as can be expected. 
All letters of protest misquoted in strict rotation Graham! 
&Ss for aristocratic A'tVerd, I'll be getting onto him later! 


naving ¢0t this far, it's time I took my first lick at 

the Ae. ke. Federal Committee of Management. I reckon it 

would be s smart Lge 2a if this party of public spirited citi Zens 
e@ ogitstion on ways and means to publicise our 

Proely acmit that I'ma genius, the veracity of 

nes been agrecd upon by several unbiased in- 

see es illustrious wife, sons, and parents, 

e lesser mortals, to whit, the aforesaid Com- 
36 aid use their combined smaller selleos of grey matt— 
e, I saw them one eventful night) to write a 

: iine ad. for occasional inclusion in the 
classified columis of our deily newspapers. Model reilroaders 
oid and new, and those with still latent leanings in that dir- 
ection have been known to read classified ads. And vhat about 
the fabulous number of “Local rags" published y voekly in Aust- 


Talian citics and country towns? An ineh or so of space in 


me | 


these papers is still cheap by present day standar rds, and a 


surprising number of people (including seria, as above, those 


~ 


old and new and with L.L.) reed them « ry thoroughly. By my 


reckoning one and a half new members gained from such an ad. 
would cover both the cost of the ad, and the AMR. handout 
of Journsls, Standards and etc., ani postcge of same, leaving 


half a member as "profit". If by some chance you Committee 
boys are overcome by the scintillating brilliance of this 
suggestion and are incapable of coherent thought for some 
time, I further suggest you try out a competition, with a 
Suitabie prize as bait, for the best bit of ad. writing. I 
promise I won't enter, to give the rest a go at it! And if 
by some even remoter chance you do get a half member, please 
let me know so I can arrange for Steve Suggit and Arthur 
Harrold to come screaming down from Brisbane for a profess- 
ional look-see. And just as a matter of interest, what would “~ 
you charge a half member Mayer? Careful, it's a tricky 
question! 

And now ---- about that Buyers Guide, which isn't .... 
With all due respects to the compilers for time and energy 
expended, the fact remains that the Guide, with it's present 
content, is hardly worth the stamp that sends it on it's 
way. When this service to members was discussed by the 
original Committee, it was not intended that the Guide should 
be merely a kind of free catalogue of certain manufacturer 
or retailers warés, or a listing of current model reilway 
components and prices. Rather was it to be a collection of 
brief semi-technical date and unbiased comment on any kind 
of product which had an application in model railroading, 
but to include of course actual model railway equipment. 
The only limit that was sst on this wide field of reference 
was thet goods reviewed were to be obtainable in Australia. 
Welli the Guide never did quite come up to this desirable 
Standard, except for isolated items or issues, but in the 


+ 


last twelve mon 
others) an all time low! As an example, take another e 
look at item 230 in the May/June issue, and let's assume 

some spendthrift woolgrower up at Jigamies Flat might be 

thinking of buying 4 loco. So he gets the latest Guide out 

to pore over the wealth of enthralling detail, and natur- 

ally props at item 230. This bit of mystery writing tells 

him and anyone else interested that there is a besutiful 

"0" gauge loco for sale which has deteil and looks good 

and is so remarkably detailed it can't be described. To 

get the reader over this stunning bit of news we are told 

that it's a Mountain type, which probably means nothing to 

half the members, that it (presumably) moves when 12 volts 

D.C. is applied to outside collectors, end as e final "come- 


ths the thing has hit, in my opinion, {and fr 


<NODE At TOE AOTEAROA at POD 
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on" we can own this bit of machinery for "only £60"! Berlimey&! 


Now it's my very considered opinion that the fellow whots 
in the market for a loco, be it £60, £30, £15 or more likely 
about £6 wants to know one helluva lot more than this » before 
laying the spondoolicks on the counter. He wants to know the 
scale for a start, plus the gauge and the price, 0.K! Now 
tell him, in any order you like, that his loco is fitted with 
& certain type of motor, built in such and such a wey, with 
such and such gearing, which is worm or spur or chain or 
rubber bands or whatever. That this motor consumes so many 
amps, and in doing so it moves the loco nicely, fairly, or 
lousily, if you get wheat I mean! If it's commercial, tell him 
the brand, if not, try and find out who built it. State what 
basic material the loco is built from (tinplate, brass, die- 

cast, wood, paper, etc) If the loco is secondhand, state it's 


condition. Give it's length, beight, and width and what min- 


imum radius of curve it will negotiate. What prototype does 
it follow? British, Furopean, American, Australian State? 
Is it a scale model of a given engine, is it freelance, is it 
fully detailed, partly detailed, or a basie model. in other 
words, give the poor fellow a few clues. 


In March of this year the Buyers Baffler “reviewed the 
*O' gauge power bogies by Phoenix. These products are at 
least the equal of any like known commercial product available 
in the world. I've watched these bogies perfom, and the 
mechanical ingenuity of the simple construction and workman- 
like finish is a pleasure to behold, They are a local product 
and worth a prge of detailed description in any Baffle Sheet, 


They were polished off in about sixty curt words. 


The shops of Melbourne elone are bulging at the seams 
with item after item of practical interest to the modeller, 
advanced or beginner. A model railway doesn't begin and end 
at locos, rolling stock, track and a few odd bits and pieces, 
yet the Buyers Baffler appears hesitantly about every seven or 
cight weeks, -lthough it's supposed to be monthly, because 
"there isn't anything to write ebout"{ This state of affairs 
is not the fault alone of the compilers of the material, The 
Manegement committee must be able to sce the woaknossas in this 


publication, issued under their authority, and should pro-. 
few definite leads to work on, or withdraw the ser- 
vice, until it can decide how to run it efficiently. Give 
the outer suburban and country members a go, by including 
some details cf the goods listed, and use up a couple of the 
interstate members as correspondents, so the interstate 
fellows can be in the A.M.R.A. too! And before you come 
bouncing back at me with an “it's alright for you to critic- 
ise" bellow, think long and darkly, because I've thought of 
what you are likely to say and not do, and I've got the 
answers plus a lot more curly questions tucked up the jumper 
in case things get a bit quiet, which doesn't seem likely. 
sightol Committee dismiss!........Whoa! Come back, I just 
remembered! To make sure this criticism isn't destructive, 
here's a listing of a very few of the baaic items that could 
be reviewed as from now (not next year, or when stocks arrive 
or something!) Give the prices, quality, uses (if obscure) 
drawbacks (if any) sizes (If applicable) and altezmative 


sources (if any) of the following. Brick or Building Papers. 
Sponge Rubber (state colours available) Natural sponee. 
Various glues, cements, pastes, cums etc., in tubes, tins, 
jars, packets, and give uses for each type. Brass and stcel 
wood screws in the very tiny sizes. Bristol board, card- 
beard, artboard etc.,etc, etc., ad infinitum. Solder ---- 
Svuicks, wire, resin cored, liquid! Brands ané types of: sol- 
derins fluxes. Plaster! Regular, dental, patching 


Px 

"Spackle* etc., Enamels, paints, lacquers, dyes, stains, 
Stainers. Brushes - artists and painters in sable, camel, 
hair, bristle, (you could fill a ten page Buyer's Guide on 
brushes, and information appertaining thereto}. Chemicals 
for oxidising brass, bleaching wood, cleaning metal, paint 
removing etc., Sheet and bar brass, nickel silver wire, and 
all the multitude of variations of this theme! Photographs. 
Mention the size and price and delivery times of some of the 
more sought after photographs which the V.R. in common with 
other railways, sell to the general public. These photo- 


graphs are about a hundred times better than the average chap 
can take himself, and a postcard costs at present about 7d. 


Ci 

es 
ae 

ifs 
Vv 


es you want any more I'll fill another page in next 
Review without mentioning tools or the usual run of model 
railroed equipment. Nothing to write about, cht 


Where's me 


asian leas 


tape recorder! And while you are snarling to each other abcut 
me, you ean also amuse yourselves gouging the dough for those 
ads. out of Trensurer Levy. -I wish you luck, you're gonna 
need it! 


Recently the fabric of the A.M.R.A. Was wracked by a mys- 
terious tremor. Inguiry revealed a fact of such startling 
magnitude I'm somewhat loth to put it in print. Brace your- 
selves, boys! be brave! The A.M.R.A. got itself a LADY men- 

VU ber. No kidding! New member Eric Grimes found he had a wife 
also interested in the hobby; a sub. was proferred to Mayer 
Levy. on her behalf, which made her socially acceptable in his 
eyes, and just like that the deed wes did. Mrs. Grimes, 
curiously enough, has a christian name, and in A.M.R.A. we al- 
ways use christian names. But Mrs. Grimes doesn't like her 
given name, although I think it's very nice, so she says to me, 
she-says (you're a witness to this, Eric) she says, "you give 
me a name"! So what do I do; I goes through all the nice lady 

names I know, and Itve got a luvely ons for you Mrs. Grimes. 
Are you ready? One...two...thrse...[ hereby neme you 
Astignacious: Isn't that nice? 


c 


7 And have you heard the ries circulating about the high 
“Siri up at Mickleham these moonl eee. Must be quite a 
spot, way up there in the Mulsa, emengst the chooks. Jack May 
has just lost the grey strainsd Look he wore for weeks after 
going up to report Red Stringer's Tuliock Hill Reilway. It 
appears he found a kind of inner circle of model reilroaders 
J - Who go capering and baying about in the fog of Tullock Hill, 
exhorting all and sundry to t-«ke heed in fear of something aw- 
ful if said all and sundry don't bow down to that monstrous 
Tullock Hill control panel. And they wouldn't let him go till 
near the witching hour, even afte: extracting great oaths of 
secrecy to keep mum ebout the wonders of the electrical doolack- 
ies on Tullock Hill; and who'd have thought it of Reg Stringer, 
organising the Mickleham Mob like that. I bet it's that mous- 
tache wheat did it! &nyway, be warned, all who venture in 
that neck of the woods. 


Ross McPonald, now there's 4 nice fellow for you, alway; 
speaks kindy 7 = even though he hasn't the faintest jaan 
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how important I am. He's a mate of Andy Lyell of V.M.R.S. 

past presidency fame (two consecutive terms, no less) Now 

Andy saw the light early and gave in and bought himself an 
A.M.R.A. Foundation membership, which he's held ever since. 
fWonderful thing! the A.M.R.A.* he says, couldn't get along 
wixchout all the lovely paper in those Standards and Data 

sheets; helped him no end, I believe. And all the time he's 
avidiy reading his Constitution, good for him, he says. 

Well now.' this McDonald fellow, at first inspection 4 very 

fine type, legal cagle of some kind, turns out to be doing eo 

roughie on his old mate Andy. And Andy, being a self 
confessed gentleman doesn't quite know wiaat to do about it 
without hurting Mac. So Andrew, he was going to appeal to. 
me for help only I'm getting in first. It appears that Mac 
persists in reading and othexvise making use of all the 
3s to &Andy, thereby 

wearing it out quite a bit. “Loox, hac! despite your sur- 
name and its implications, show u. i you can overcome a 
national foible. Whack down that little old sub. to A.M.R.A 
and have all this beavt paper sent to you for your very own. 
It comes completoWwith ready punched Loles at no extra 
charge so it hangs up nice and strai 


| 


i2:t¢ on the wall (for 
easy reading) Tell you what, Mec, if you join before next 
issue goes to press I'll personally arzvange for you to re- 
ceive three copies of the Constitution all for your very own. 
One to hang up here, one to hang over there and one to read, 

1d a legal mind ask for? 


just like Andy does. What more ccu 


Deep rumblings from the distant horizons where A.A.M.S. >. 
have been simmering quietly since last All Models Exhibition ~~ 
eruption in Melbourne in '52. Not due to bestir itself again 
until late 1956, I hear Big Boss Rev. Elliott says next 
Exhibition will be slid forward whole year. With an ear to. 
the rail I also hear some recent bylaws or somesuch, legal- 
ised by that body aren't being happily received all round, 
especially in model railroading circles. This has started 
some twittering in the dovecote and general jockeying for | 
positions. May be interesting developments here for the | 
gear wheels of politics in model making and displaying cir- 
cles could at certain periods be described as almost ovoid. 

From which ambigious statement you will be excused if you 


Ss 
think someone might lay an egg! Phew! 


Y 


ape ve 


And while on the subject of the Austre lian Association of Model 
Societies, to use it's full title, it's about time it got some 
interstate member exhibitors or dropped the "Australian" in 
favour of"Victorian". Bill (Pacemaker) Gardner please to note. 
In addition they might consider deleting the"all" from the 
title “\L1 Models Ex." if they still intend including every- 
thing from baby baths to car washers. Some patrons last time 
thought the hendle a bit misleading to put it mildly. Yours 
Truly included! 1 


After several preliminary hiccoughs the 4.M.R.A. finally 
produced its second lusty infant, christened lately the Queens- 


land State Branch. We are told a brownish tinted foaming con- 


coction was methodicelly transferred to other "containers" 
during the festivities associated with this biessed event, and 
that gencrally a goodéo whacko time wes had by all <onocmnee. 
It is not, however, generally agrced that much model building 
took place at this shindig, but the assemblage decided Edgar 
Snowden was the boy to look after their destinies for the en- 
sueing twelve months. The fact that Ecgar overslept that 
Sunday morn of the formative do seemed to worry nobody, for he 
arrived late, still rubbing sleep from a bleary eye or two, to 
find himself already crowned. You will no doubt be stunned to 
know, as I was, that all these fun and games took place under 
Stephen Suggit's abode. 1 T had visions of the Vic. Branch madly 
crawling around under ni Westeed (maximum headroom two feet) 
till I remembered those Pineapple Land houses are built wey up 
high. "Somebody" produced a Romford 3 slct '0' gauge motor and 
solemnly announced his intention of shrinking it into a 3/16" 
scale loco to run on 16.5 mm track. Sensation! then more 
brown fluid! The boys up there are getting all locally pat- 
riotic, whizzing out drawings for Queensland stock in 3/16" 
scale. Harry Clark is busy in the erecting shop on a DDL? 
Tank and Steve Suggitt, the new Branch's Secretery/Treasurer 
has gone modern with a model of a 1.G.5 Deisel, both models in 
3/16" scale. Anyway, the Queensland blokes are right on the 
ball, so you look out Tim, or they'll be throwing that Con- 
stitution right at your head and whizzing Federal Headquarters 
up to Brisbane. Then what will we do? I know! We'll all go 
up there, which isn't a bad idea the way Melbourne's weather 
has been playing up this lest month or so. 


A word in tho shell pink of one Richard Gutteridge! 
Next time we come to play trains with you, fix them there 
engines of yours before we arrive. We just got a couple of 
freights in an interesting operational position, elbeit a 
little complicated from a switching point of view, when | 
Gutteridge's ham fist entered the picture to snitch the 
engines. This gocs on most of the evening, each time with 
a muttered comment about "adjustments", Adjustments, he | 
says! On one inspection alone we (Claude Henderson & self) | 
found seven driver crankpins scattered along the track. an“ 
This little collection, mind you, from 4 six coupled engine. 
But what can one expect from an *O' gauger who goes in for 
this ridiculous two rail nonsense. Give Dick a soap box 
and he'll talk for hours and hours on the wonders of two 
rail. And what's to be done with a bloke who runs 4 narrow 
gauge (2'6") subsidiary which embraces a stub turnout con- 
taining a near right angled frog. Although I saw one do it 
on Several awe-inspiring occasions, I still don't believe a 
train can negotiate that turnout. Mirrors, no doubt! 


Wow! did you see the masterly dissitation Dave Gross 
wrote about pulse power in a recent "F.N". I don't know 
what the evidence all meant, my knowledge of things electric- 
al being taxed by the mere sight of a fizzed fuse. But it 
must have been extra grouse, because it was in the "F.N." 
and I've elready told you what I think of anyone who can 
write acceptable stuff for that learned tome! This is the 
same David Gross, who is Models Editor for "Railways in 
fustralia". Where is thet lest issue I received, I think, 7 rs 
dated Mey - Aug. 1949 or thereabouts, appearing on the news- 
stands around 1951 end sent to me as a paid up subscriber 
some time late last year? Seems to me, Dave, you might 
suggest to Managing Editor, Jack Richardson, he calls it 
quits and starts his dating system all over again. And, 
although we all sympathise with "R in A" and it's publish- 
ing problems, it might help to keep what subscribers are 
left on the books if these patient people received their 
issues (if and when published) before the current meg. goes 
on the newstands, not many months after the event! 


nef 


= arlie Graig! One time a keen Vics fener 
2c, for six months. Chas. resigned, reasons of 


se 1Ol 


f 
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new school teaching career after Visitors Night last year and 
hasn't been sighted since. Why? we at the Branch changed our 
soap, Charlie, and Electric Traction affairs can't be all that 
time consuming! 


And Ernie Mainka, why are you a hermit so much these 
days? It's noted you often sit in on V.M.R.S. sessions so 
how's about visiting with us more than once or twice 2 year... 
What's Jack McLean got that we haven't got? (don't answer that) 
He lured you out of that Ivanhoe cave for the June. corroboree 
didn't he? 


The Brisbane blokes recently descended on = = 


ing Gordon Parker in Brisbane, and demanded free passes on his 
Kangaroo Valley Line. The layout is built to a ae and 2 


scale of +" equalling twelve inches (one English foot) we 
if you're “gethematioalig mete makes it a model 3'6" gauge, 
O.K. be technical! On 33. While the mob milled around and 
generally micked up operations on the Kangaroo Valley, George 


Bond, a visiting Leal furtively produced an almost com-= 
plete photo reccrid cf Juecnslend locos, past and present, 
quite an accorplichnient! This completely demoralized Kangaro 
Valley sche cules, so traffic was cancelled while the staff 
and passengers drocled over pitchers of this and that loco. 

I find visiting model railroaders like that too, Gordon, so 
now I just down tools and frankly loaf when blokes drop into 


Lesley Street 


Pommy Tom Moodie, (aw! get off me back Moodie, I'ma 
Pommy too!) is a man oe thinks BIG when planning a model 
railway. Saw his finalized plans for as yet un-named empire 
about which there's a funny story. Somebody! (no. names) spilt 
some ink and after about three weeks, Tom drew (CENSORED) 
plans himself. Anyway there's to be a terminal of the glass 
roofed variety common in ao and Hurope, with about ten 
platform roads around ten feet long. & complete engine termin~ 
al with trimmings to serve nl this PLUS a large deisel slic, 
also with trimmings. Freight yards are down 
the whole box and dice having easy access to eee 
line designed on the well trusted baliccn 40CD Echeme, The 
main line is based on the spirals, locys and tunnslis of the 
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St. Gothard set-up in the Swiss Alps, an area familiar to 
Tom in real life. (look at Herbert Tisher's ears flapping) 
Tom is inclined to beef because he's had to squeeze radii 
down below his proposed minimum of 3'6" in a couple of tight 
spots, but the most annoying feature of the whole scheme to 
me is that the man has actually got the space to put all this 
dream railroad; a twenty feet square basement under a new 

brick house at Doncaster, an outer Melbourne suburb. And 

there's still a lot of "untapped" space in the sub-floor 

areas of the house. Current will be supplied to locos by oa 
stud contact, and the prototype is to be British or European. 
smart! aren't you? Despite the space available and length 

of platforms etc, this is to be an H.O. system. Locos are 

to be Markiin, rumning on Wrenn track. Tom says three years 

to build it all, I reckon about thirteen, but Ray Pearson 

opined thirty. Hope springs eternal, anybody want to lay 

the odds? 


Arthur Harrold, the New Farm, Brisbane bloke with the 


chine™. This mysterious contrivance is guaran- 
refresh, if not inspire the assembled A.M.R.A. 

Brisbane company when finelly put into action. For why? 

Well, I hear it runs on beer and compressed air, two commod- 

ities noted as extremely plentiful whenever model railroaders 

foregather in a body. No doubt about these "Sunlanders"? 

better you keep a wary eye on that Constitution Tim Dunlop! 

lest it rise up and smite you. t™ 


One thing about being on the mailing list of Pacemaker 
Model Engineering Supplies. Life and the mail box is often 
full of surprises! Manager and general factotun W.H.H. 

Gardner is one pro. member of A.M.R.A. who, if he does 
nothing else, and I can assure you he does, keeps an eagle 
and jaundiced eye on &.M.R.A. doings. He's likely to follow 
the evil eying routine by periodically thundering into print | 
in his various publications to tell the Association and 
4ustralia at large what one heck of a mess the whole A.M.R.A 
was, is, and will be! Pacemaker are prone to produce multi- 
farious beautifully duplicated Ssneets, leaflets, Booklets, 
Lists, Inserts, Handbills ote. etc.etc., in great and bewild-. 
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ering variety, the content of these missives ranging from much 
that is very good, through just so so, to the usual hatchet 
honing of all trade papers. There is always an obvious vein 
of sincerity threading the comment, a genuine desire to help 
customers get the most for their money in particular, and the 
most from the hobby in general. Hven if we are exhorted to 
play trains the Pacemaker (P.H.O) way, or else! 


e &elMoR.. is never too Sure What reaction to expect 
from friend William to a given situation. Braced for the storm 
‘we get a deep somnolent silence, lasting on occasions for sev- 
eral months. Kid ourse.ves he's gone to sleep, liks Vesuvious 
or isn't looking, and that's likely the time Gnashing Gardner 
will choose to burst forth with varying violence about poor 
dsfenceless (up till now, ieee This state of affairs is 


most un-nerving to Committee Wallahs unfamiliar with behaviour 

pattcrns of W.H.H.G. Mos "older" aeMoR.i. heads learned long 

ago to allow sulphurous smoke to clear for 4& week or tyro an 
take comfort in the 


then see what's what! Up to date, we can e 
fact that previous Pacemaker Passions have left the Australian 
continent more or less undisturbed, and that the Association, 
although qa little bruised is still with us. 


Obvious weakness of the Albury comment on “nolitica 
model railway matters in my opinion is that the firm often 
gets its facts haywire, mainly I think, because Albury is "up 
the bush” (which is Gt intended to be derogatory) But because 
of this “half way house" location, much of their info. is pre- 
sumably acquired per mail, or from opinions of individuels 
passing through toe town. I note with surprise that the "Pace- 
maker Diary" (another new one, to replace the new dead monthly 
Bulletin, and the Pacemaker Herald, which I think bri efly lived 
and died in between) has apparently fallen deep ply in love with 
N.M.R.A. grains of sand and all} Not that there is any reason 
why we all shouldn't love N.M.R.A. if we want to. (Will some- 
one please disarm Russ Siddall and hide the meat axe!) but 
from William, well!.........I always thought Bill spent his 
Sparesiiit time inventing Aussie model railway phraseology and 
generally deploring ail things that are not Australian for 
fustralian "raymos" 

Just the same the last issue of the “Diary” expends quite 


a pieze of space on the A.M.R.fit. for which no doubt the boys 
will be humbly grateful, even if the Association is more or 
less damned with faint praise. An entirely new approach, 
this latter! The Diary also has some honeyed things to say 
about Federal Secretary Tim Dunlop, although at the moment, 
I don?t quite see where this could be leading (if anywhere) 
and whadayeknow! Tim's gonna get deft with the Buyers 
Baffler which is nice to know, even if I think Tim would be 
a complete idiot (which he isn't) to take on any more than 
the three men's work he is doing now! But the best bit, to 
my mind is where the writing says, apparently seriously, . 
that none of the other modéi concerns in Australia stocked 
anything until Pacemaker entered the field. I was just 
wondering if increasing British production and exports 
might have had a slight effect o his too! Destructive 
eriticism? Not at all! -For the previous three or four 
paracraphs I've merely been examining Pacemaker publications 
and related doings using their paterted methods of helpful 
hints, just as Pacemaker publications have intermittently 
applied this method of ag to tae-AsMeRA. -- t- find itis 
a remarkably simple formula, whic: curiously enough when 
reversed in direction scems =e me to prove that the A.M.R.A 
hasn't after all a complete lien on shortcomings in ideas, 
policy and statements. 


For this long time, Pacemaker ae had the field to 
themselves in firing Sie self righteous broadsides at 
A.M R.A. and I for one squirmed —- and plenty in the years 
of unfettered Pacemaker prodding. Weil now I'm going to 
have a bit of the cake too, so let's have some fun Bill, 

by crossing stilettos in public. It can be inter nos and 
I'11 leave the cum grano salis for you to decide, or in 
Simpler words we play the game any way you call it! Just 

for a Starter, how about this one? Seeing as Pacemaker 
Publications seem to know so much about what is wrong with 
the organisation and concept of A.M.R-A, whatever happened 


to that P.A.R.M. scheme of yours? As far as I could see 
it was an inferior ccpy of the A.M.R.A/N.M.R.A. set-up, ex- 
cepting it was unworkable and merely distinguished itself 


by falling flat on it's little pink puss at “birth, and 
never getting up again! 


Wax, 
£O0r 


r the benefit of readers who didn't hear about P.A.R.M. 
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I shall loftily “explain” by telling you to find out for your- 
selves! I've known Bill personally for quite a time now, and 
I think we always did and always will argue on model railway 
"politics" (that disgusting word again, what else can I use?) 
I'm quite prepared to admit that A.M.R.A. is a rather terrify- 
ing distance away from being perfect, but then so is the whole 
hobby set-up in this country when compared to the American 
and to a much lesser extent, the British and Huropean position. 
I understand Bill Gardner and Pacemaker have very recently 
made a pretty generous offer to A.M.R.A., which it isn't my 
place to comment on at present, but the firm did this after 
two closely succeeding Slaps at A.M.R.e&. which I for one didn't 
appreciate at all. My patience gave out so here am I flapping 
the red rag at the Pacemaker Bull, for the first time in public? 
And as a "personal" note to Bill Tae L'¥e ePoue literally 
thousands of hours of my private time on 4.MoR.4, as I'm sure 
you have on aspects of Pacemaker eich. ae be claeaet as al- 
most non-profitmaking. How, then do you like your much loved 
eis child examined, assessed and dissected in public print? 
oticks in the craw a bit, doesn't i C 
your repeated and often aos very cons 


structive public ceritic- 
isms of A.M.R.A. have stuck in my gullett! You sece@to forget 
that the 4.M.R.&. is not made up of practising geniuses like 
you and me, but of ordinary model railway bickes who are keen 
enough to put in the greater portion of their leisure time 
trying to get A.M.R.A. to tick. Why don't you cease bashing 
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your obviously talented skull against the mi 
walls you seem to delight in erecting round eee for this 
purpose, quit falling over these walls and ng 

the sidelines, and come in and help push 4.M.! Ue UD to the top 
of the hill. It will get there anywey, but I on it would 
get there a lot easier with your genuine help: ~— T mention 
this? i4.M.R.A. could help Pacemaker too, as Ray Pearson cheer- 
fully admits A.M.R.AéA. have helped Richmond Central Workshops? 


1 
a 
<F 


Given the opportunity the Association has always been prepared 
to play bali in the mutual help field with all its Sei nee 
members. 


Here's a friendly offer with only one “string"™ attached, 
prompted by your remarks in this recent "Diary". YOU find a 
group of about fifteen men residing in any state in Australia 
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except Victoria, who are ready and willing to teke over the 
A.M.R.A. Federal Committee of Management, with all-its diff- 
iculties and frustrations, and I in my turn will undertake 
to steer the transfer through the procedure of the existing 
Constitution, clause 10 notwithstanding! and I bet I do it 
with the blessing of the existing team on the Management 
Committee. The string? ‘That the fellows you propose as 

the new Committee have each been individually certified as 
sane by a panel consisting of three medicos who are A.M.R.A 
members. = 


Anyway, for those of you who are game to breathe the 
indignant vapours of . outraged innocence that will spiral 
from the Pacemaker press as it prints the next issue of the 
"Diary", write to that firm enclosing 10/- to cover an 
annual sub. to their Full Publication Service. The address 
is Box 9 P.0. Albury, 3S. N.S.W. 


 Committeeman Herbert Tisher, as far as I know A.M.R.Ats 
only representative of the architectural profession, often 
plugs the fact that the Association lacks drive when it 
comes to publicity. With which I, for one, agree! Apropos 
of this, wife of well known member recently remarked "Well! 
if Mr Tisher is so keen on publicity, why doesn't he hang 
a great big A.M.R.i.. sign on the scaffolding of each of his 
new buildings"! A fair enough query, why don't you Herb? 


Tell you a secret, but keep it very quiet! A.M.R.A. is 
going to have gilt and coloured enamel lapel badges at long 
last. When? That's a secret even I don't know, but the 
Committee boys, particularly President Geoff Lormer, are 
right on the job! Probable cost between three and four bob 
a throw. Want one? I do, please! Don't forget this is. 
still a secret! 


And have you recovered from pleasant shock of those 
membership cards yet? You can thank President Geoff Lormer 
for those, and he got ‘tem for gratis too. Plans are afoot 
I believe, to "glamourise” the cards when next issue falls 
due in twelve months. In the meantime, as Geoff showed me 
himself, existing cards are improved in appearance, if you 
round off the corners. Hey Mum! Where's the scissors? 
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Hed a very brief peek at Jack Chaplin's tHO' S.V.R. under 
construction , one dark winter's night a while ago. Main run- 
hing track is outdoor, but in light of torch noted the realis-— 
tic sleepering already in place, Sleepers! Each is two mat- 
ches glued side by side to the baseboard with acro cement, 
then trimmed to size, and coated with clear Ormonoid,. They 
looked good, and Jack says some have been down more than six 
months, suffering heat and cold and wet. But 4{t still needs 
a hammer and chisel to get ‘em off. Got a match? Mister! 


Editor May has hit the roof! Dinkum! Jackts got a stack 
of preliminary plans for a genuine y mighty '00' model railway 
in the hefty area 'tween roof and ceiling of his East Malvern 
fiome. This is to be a "true OO" (4 mm scale 19:m gauge)effort © 
commenced with eyes wide open to the problems involved, In-= 
dicative of this is Jack's rough estimate of fifteen to twenty 
years construction, instead of the more usual "aw! I'll prob- 
ably whip her up in a couple of years!" comment of many. (That 
isn't a crack at you, Tom Moodie! but I still opine that three 
year estimate of yours will be trebled at least) This para. 
is a jog to our Editor that I think others would be interested 
in reading of the ideas you propounded and demonstrated to me, 
I know! you reckon a "description" at this stage would be arm- 
chairing but I don't agree, for after all, you've started 
benchwork construction, you've been through the somewhat un- 
usual 5'5" versus 4183" controversy to your own satisfaction, 
you've started 19 mm tracklaying and you've solved the problem 
of the proposed "Overland" and "Spirit using the same basic 
main line. Go on Jack! write just a few general notes for 
others to read! 


I've located a member who instigates! Rude, isn't he? 
but it's bearable on the upwind side of him! This fellow is 
hone other than Russel Blake of West Brunswick. It's like this, 
Russ has s lot of room and a lot of railroad material but as 
often happens only one pair of hands and one braint So Russel 
instigated a four man club, which is about as little as you 
can get I should think! He called in three other enthusiasts, 
put the scheme to them and presto! the ball was rolling! 
Russ, Fred Youie, Ernie Dean, and Bill Rattray are building a 
HO three rail layout at the Blake homestead, in the loft of a 
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20' x 25' stable to be precise. (I understand Russ doesn't 

live in the stable, but is likely to be banished thereto if 

he persists in this instigation caper.) The layout is 

approx. 18" x 12" and about 200' of "Formo" track is already 

down and operating. Locos are a mixed bag at the moment, 

but the system will be eventually two railed when sufficient 

& rail locos are available to allow of this. I'm going to 

take a personal look see at this layout for report in next 

Review, leastways that's what I told tem, tho. in actual 

fact I'll be inspecting the personnel of the line, and not- oc 
ing how they behave! Perhaps by then I'll be able to . 
announce the date of the uranium spike ceremony too! 


Anyone want to buy a boat? Twenty one footer - ready 
_ to go - sometimes! If you do, wait till Mayer Levy is hav- 
ing trouble with his and you'll quite likely get it for 
1/434. plus tax and my commission (thanks for tip, Claude 
Henderson!) When everything is going 0O.K. Mayer wouldn't 
Swap for all the model reilways in Aussie. Perhaps there's 
something more in this communing with the sea that I cen 
see! (sorry) Or is it what's to be found in every port 
- Mayer? 

Howard Groome, out from England two or three years, 
was at first very keen on British prototypes, particularly 
L.B.& S.C.R. and those popular "Terrier Tanks". Had a 
brief phone yarn with Howard while ago, and he's also been 
infected with this narrow gauge bug, about the tenth to be 
bitten in the last twelve months! We'll form a Narrow 
Gauge Guild yet, you see! y 


| 
Notification! Jack (Timetable) McLean isn't a member! 
Blacklist him boys! Don't listen to his talks, don't read ° | 
his articles, don't loan him any books, hate him horribly! 
The sceb claims he's a prototyper, not a model railroader, | 
then runs timetables or. a layout he's got secreted in the | 
roof, and draws up Model layout plans in his spare time. | 
Come on Jack, if you don't join "Review" will hound you and | 
you won't knew . If you do join it will still hound you | 
even Worser, oniy nicer. I'll sool President Lormer, Secre- | 
tary Dunlop 2nd Treasurer Levy onto you and if you still | 
| 


don't weaken, I'll tell Bill Gardner tO blast you in 
the "Diary" | 


i a 
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and if you still won't join I'll want back all the looks at 
my books you've had and I won't let you speak to me, Come on, 
Jack, aw! come on! 


Which reminds me! Young friend of mine and protege 
of Ray Pearson's, Lance Perrin by name , is also planning a 
narrow gauge (<" scale} railway to go into a new worksho> his 
Ded is building. You want to watch that workshop, Mr. Perrin, 
or you'll have it full to the door with narrow gauge railways 
even before the roof goes on, if Lance has his way. And I'll 
: for Lance, too! 


Last Xmas - New Year period a New South Welshman 4.M.2.A. 

r, name of Keith Wilcox hit Melbourne. Dashed hither end 
yon and generally ran his host Ernie Dean to his knees, I1 
self defence Ern eventually loaded Keith back on the "Spirit" 
and labelled him for despatch to the land of 7 mm gees 
again. But not before the Federal Committce blokes had duly 
noted the Wilcox Windstorm in action, and decided he oust 

ot New South Rep. for A.M.R.A, to which job h 
orficislly crowned. Did he? Does he? dunno! Hets rats 
wosre are you? Keith! Queensland is getting a fast leg in enced 
u 


of your state with their new State Branch. Better you null 
up the helf hosiery and get representing! By the way, ths Moe - 
Krica narrow gauge you rode with us has finally run it's last. 


Closed down in June! 


there was a fellow wanted to build a long paling fence 

on his 2" scale railway. Long chit chat by phone with someone 
re how to build easily and all that. Fence got built all Very 
lovely and detailed, BUT, enthusiast had lined all the paling 
up with e tri square from the existing slightly undulating 
"ground™ line. No wonder those palings didn't look quite right. 
Making accurate models has traps for the unwary, after all, 

but don't worry, your guilty secret is safe! 


Another "no names please" purchased a Hornby “isolating 
rail” for young son, fitted it in one side of loop and turn- 
Qqut arrangement, then spent exasperating hour 


working out why 
half the loop wouldn't run a ¢trcin, fmazing thing, electricity! 


b 


c 
series of arti 


rticl 
just what the doctor orders for his layout, 


outdoors. Wouid you like to write 
hood cats lan? The likely gyrations of the 


when mixed with a suitable jolt of D.C, 


some words! 


Where did that man Smith A.R. of Ess 
SS papdemit eee 

manufactured a beautiful set of 

legs and what not for the Vic. 


a leyout on. Having complet ed this 


ae) 
— 
sabe 2s SS oEs 


Spls 


ed for parts unknown to me. [I Siac = saw him sneak in late 
and out early at June Vic. Branch "lo" but not sure! Show 
ee ee Bob, or drop me &@ line to tell what's doing. 
Daring course of light hearted but learnid discourse 
cn prototype signalling by Jack (Time Tabie} McLean, question 
me a 


local “Tom' 


Should be worth 


irdt reckons President Geoff Lormer's recent 
es on overhead catenary construction are 

which is partly 
a page on those neighbor 


+ endon get to? Bob 
trestle tables eS folding 
_geuzers to build 


— Bob depart- 


was posed as to how train drivers sorted out which signal 


was which froma gantry displaying sbout th 


semaphore blades. Reply, (quick as a flash) was to effect 
that crews generally are familiar with routes and signals 
thereon, but if they really get stucx they can refer to 
signalling handbook. Character near me digested this for 
moment and was then heerd to mutter “so the 


driver is doing when morning peek 
C 


street yards for ten minutes each morning 
sveve Suggit - Secretary of Queensland 


deputy boss of Standards Comittee wi 
for a busy week during this month (Augus? 
out on normal Victorian State Branch 
compensate Steve for shocking luck = ee 
i you dear sweet blokes at the lat 
ash hash has been arranged at sean 
and be met by all comers. 


PS Ree eer fad fo 
a 
ma) 


Report of which blokes 
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22:bY &SSortved 


nignt. 


g unable to meet 
a: 


anch 4 quiet?? 


ee Steve can meet 
fell down 


what and guoth which 


bun fight 


Will duly a 


edification. 
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ailed factual report on the 
with Treasurer Mayer Levy's 


fy SS Soc 
oF ae 


ay 


z 


Page lil 


Little Black Box. You're all in this, every blinkin' one of 
you. Are YOU unfinancial? If you are you'd better cough up - 
but quick, or no Review for you me lad! not even another 
Standard Sheet (complete with holes for hangint) Just to give 
you forgetful backsliders an idea of what's likely to happen 
if: syou. don*t. pay; ect a toad of this about. xi sscces 


ELSTERBY! 12/6 PLEASE. Dear Ron, tear yourself away 


from the cuties backstage at Melbourne Uni. Union Theatre, and 


pay your sub! If the lasses are as fascinating as all that 
(and Gutteridge seems capable of withstanding them) bring 
them along to a Vic. Branch caper, we'll all help entertain! 


David Bennett, a long time member who works to very fine 
detail in 'HO' has recently accepted appointment to the 
Committee of Management! Congratulations, David, it's good to 
see a new man on the job, and better still to find a younger 
fellow willing to put in the necessary time! 


Ray Perrey, one time Committeeman, and a pillar of stren- 
gth during the hectic days immediately prior to the 1952 All 
Models Exhibition, was last heard of over twelve months ago 
playing around with the entrails of refrigerators! How about 
turning up to see the boys at the Vic. Branch one night Ray, 
just for old times sake? There's a model competition slated 
for the August meeting, what about a look at that too? 


Peter Pockley, way down there in Geelong (Victoria) has 
been reported as dancing a smart jig along the white line in 
Malop Street. Why? Well, after years of letter writing to 


Tim Dunlop and the Committee in general, Peter finally got an 


AeM.R.A. Membership Card! 4nd Bill Rattray got himself a 


typewriter? Funny thing, though, as soon as Bill became poss- 


essed of this desirable piece of mechanism he was amazed to 
discover he also possessed thirteen thumbs whenever he went 
near it! Steve Suggit! quick! bring the specimen jart 


Have you heard the story about Ernie Mainka helping 
Gordon Usherwood test the new "Fleet" auto knuckle coupler? 
I got it from a fruit fly that happened to be sitting on a 
nearby fence at the time, waiting for his wife! Gordon and 
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Ernie appeared in the Usherwood beck garden one bright and 

carly during last Xmas holiday period. Gordon hands a sam- 

ple "Fleet" diecast auto 40 Ern and says “Righto Ern, have - 
a stab at busting this!" So Ern flexes the biceps, looks 
savage, goes red in the face, and dances round the delphin- 

ium bed gnawing at the coupler. Nett result being a frac- 

tured Mainka jawbone! After running repairs to Ern, they | 
returned to the testing in a more scientific manner. A | 
eet was dangled by the shank, from the Usherwood clothes 


line and a second coupler was coupled to tais in the normal a 
way. From the shank of the lower coupler they suspended an bai 
extremely hefty bucket, and the fruit fly tells me over a 

en loaded into 


hundred pounds of assorted ironmongery was then 
the dangling bucket, which just proves how Hrni 
could easy get a 76 on the wharves! Unfortuna 6 
story, the Scie fly at this juncture noticea a ° 
Agriculture Inspector doing SOMETHI? IG nearby and departe 
observe the een se so he couldn't tell me what happens: 
after this. But the fruit fly’s wife eventually turne d up, 
as all wives do, and seeing as she Was ha poily aie lay- 
ing a couvle of hundred eggs at the tine right underneat 
that swaying bucket, the fly and his wife reckon those O 

cauge coupl.rs must be O.K. for strength. Anyway, i 
ae Arnecliffe way when in Sydney, hop in and See ose 
Usherwood. He's particularly glad to share a cuppa and 4 
yarn with interstaters and out-of-towners. 


Paid a brief call on Phil Ellis as a result of his 
Buyers Guide ad! Phil's got 00 and TT “laid on” down ther a. 
in Moorabbin, and I was particularly impressed with the a 
quality of the TT equipment, which is American manufactured. 
That "Starline" TT track is beautiful stuff too! Phil owns 
a lot of interesting gear to report, but I'll be leaving it 
to Layout Reporter Dick Gutteridge. But just a snippet of 
advance (very) publicity, Phil is compiling a book. T[til 


leave the rest to him, except to say that the subject is 
railways of course? 


growing in stature, fellows! Dick Gutteridge has taken on 


SPIE OEY STA eR 


the job of reporting a at least one A.M.R.A. member's layout 


Layout Reporter? Didn't you know? Your Journal is 
— 
| 
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for each Journal, including if possible the general track plan. 
Watch for this, it should be good! 


4. certain operator of Hornby 00 equipment happens to be 
my dentist as Well as an A.M.R.A. member! This is a most del- 
icate situation, the dental people taking the view they do on 
"advertising". The position is even more delicate from my 
point of view as I'm due for a sige (professionally) to this 
legalised torturer of innocent By crikey, Gee..i big as you 
are, you hurt me just a bit a panel tear the greatest lump 
ever off you in next Review! erase is sweet, for in this 
case it could be “he who screams see S laughs ‘eter 


Well, that's about the lot for this first Review. The 
feature wa 3 started more or less on the spur of the moment, 
although the basic idea has been discussed several times = 
recent months. This first Review la icks the very thing we in- 


= <{. 
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tend liberally weaving into the fabric of the comments ,---- 
the personal doings, sayings, and foibles of Australian model 
railway enthusiasts generally end A.M.R.A. members in partic- 
ular. You can help make this a ee fish, and fowl" feat- 
ure for everyone by dropring me a line about anything of 
interest you see or hear in connection with model ee 
Just a very brief note is all that's necessary, and if you're 
shy you needn't even sign it, though Itd naturally like to 
know who you are if possipes? inyway, wetll get more organ 
ized for next Review so done you go getting too cocky. If 
your name appears on the membership list I'll get around to 
it before very long | 


To those who have been insulted with malice aforethought, 
let me say that the rules of Review state you must bite back. 
Don't just tell your particular cronies that Richardson is all 
wet and peanut headed to boot! Prove this scurrilous accusat- 
ion in public by writing to the Journal Editor and telling the 
whole sordid story to all the A.M.R.A. To Bill Gardner and 
"Pacemaker" I sends me greetings! He's got it good and proper 
merely because he's been sticking his neck out for a long time 
in public (and private) print, and it was only a matter of _ 
time before someone took a whop at him in return. = nappened 
to be first - just! In fairness to Bill and "Pacemaker" I 
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have no hesitation in saying that if you do your HO model 
railway shopping by mail you couldn't ask for a better, 
fairer firm or for more genuine interest in your model rail- 
way doings, than you will receive as a "“Pacemaker™ customer? 
Their Catalogue is very good! 


To the Committee of Management and those associated 

directly with the Buyers Baffler, well, they'li just have 
to take it on the nose, for this is my Association as well 
as theirs and yours. And my opinions on Association matters 
are as good as theirs or yours, and better than several 
members who I know reckon the presen Buyers Guide is 0.K. 

is! The main difference between me and all the rest of 
is that I happen to know I'm never wrong. Nic 


And just to add a final touch of piquancy to the set- 
up, here's a tip for you to chew on for the next three 
months. Pa is more than one "little black book' 


porting for Review, and my private slucths, engaged at great 
expense, are already on the prowl, so you can't trust your 
best mate any more. Oh yes! just one more brutaliy tucid 


cm) 


comment before I go back to my own model mucking for 
another three months! Despite your look of pained but 


pitying wonderment as referred to at the end of my intro- 
ductory drivel, you have, to a man (you too, Astignacious} 
read me to the bitter end, haven't you? Because model rail- 


Yen 
roadevs and humens are basically the same! they just love 
S bit of "scandal"... My Hide is thick, is Se 


STOP PRESS. JULY. 
About that A.A.M.S. . "eget! It's been laid alright, as 
sugeested earlier, and it's already partially addled? 
V.M.R-S. general membership authorised withdrawal of that 


Society from the A.A.M.S. See what I mean? Who's next? 


— ood Cena ee od 


The very walls have ears! 
~ Ron Eastsrby has paid his sub,! 


-— 


WG 


EXPENDITURE FROM 19:5:1953 to 1:6:1954. 


EXPENDITURE 

Postazes | £23 10 6 
Stationery 26.13 4 
Ths "Journal* 14° 0 4 | 
Duplicator 10-0 6 
Salaries Sscrotary — (2 ysars) 10 0 
F335 3 -SSa 
Bank F3es be SS 
Chequs Book oes 2 
Petty Cash On Hand | 5 G0 
Bank Balance es at 1/6/'54 41 10 Se 

£127 12 1o 


Audited and Found Corract 


(Siened) 
V.Richards — Hon, Auditor, 


a ee ESS - wes eee * — 
= 9 * 


RECEIPTS 

Bank Bal, as at 19/5/'53 £25 3-9 
Subscriptions 95 ilL- 9 
Donations 6-85 
Stationery | 1 
Exchanges ra 

fe fe oO 

(Signed) 


G.W,Lormer — President 


M.H, Levy — Hon, Treasurer, 


